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MY  LORD  DUKE, 

-.Jr  rr 


ITU  i>: 


The  benefit  of  mankind  being  the  princi- 
pal objedt  of  the  following  Treatife,  it  fup.er-. 
fedes  the  neceffity  of  apologizing  for  its  being 
dedicated  to  your  Grace humanity  and 
benevolence  being  the  paramount  virtue^ 
B vs  hich 
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which  have  invariably  marked  your  whole 
life : — -indeed  thefe  virtues  as  well  as  the  title 
appear  to  be  hereditary  in  the  Houfe  of  Douglas, 
and  give  a permanent  Juftre  to  that  title, 
iaftead  of  receiving  any  from  its  accidental 

reflection, 

i * \ , • ' i . 

')  --  .<  r*  <4  •.4^0.*  r:  'S  " Ai  » M j .r!  F®’; , 

The  Traveller  who  has  loft  his  way  in 

a dark  inclement  night,  beholds  with  pleafure 

. ■...••  ‘v  n;:.  : 

and  hope  a diftant  light,  by'  which  he  fhapes 
his  courfe  to  the  roof  of  hofpitality.  In  the 
fame  manner  does  the  lamp  of  humanity 
(perpetually  lighted  in  your  Grace’s  bread) 
direCt  diftrefs  and  affliction,  from  the  dark 
recedes  of  milery,  to  the  light  of  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  fympathizing  relief. 

•'  - •v.-.iV.  life  "*  4 * ' 

On  this  expanded  and  exalted  principle, 
I make  a congenial  claim  to  your  Grace’s 

patronage 


patronage  for  the  following  Treatife,  which 
illuftrions  fupport,  I have  no  doubt  will  give 
it  a general  circulation,  and  which  in  a due 
ratio  to  its  extenfion,  will,  confequently, 
promote  the  general  good  of  mankind. 

Health  being  the  fweeteft  flower  in  the 
variegated  garden  of  life,  it  lhould  be  the  prin- 
cipal objeCt  of  our  rearing  and  prefervation, 

r?  r\  r ^ n /*?  'j|frrv  . ' /{  j j » 1 ^ v 'i  ^ 

as  without  it  the  blefling  of  life  is  perverted 
into  a malediction. 

' ' - *1  *-f j jii  ~ \ 

It  matters  not  whether  we  are  deprived 
of  this  fuperlative  bleffing  by  inheriting  or 
contracting  difeafe,  or  by  any  negligence, 
accident,  or  incautious  confent  of  our  own, 
— bad  health  when  it  breaks  in  on  the  confli- 
tution  we  lhould  treat  like  a houfe  breaker, 
who,  by  whatever  means  he  gets  in,  it  is  our 
9 2 duty 
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duty  and  our  intereft  to  get  out  as  foon  as  we 
can, — if  we  appreciate  our  domeftic  fecurity 
or  happinefs. 

' . 'I  0.  v 

In  this  contrailed  contemplation  of 
human  happinefs  and  miferv,  I have  for 
many  years  made  the  Venereal  Difeafe  the 
particular  objeft  of  my  mod:  fedulous  invefti- 
gation,  well  knowing  that  in  the  catalogue 
of  human  complaints,  there  is  none  more  ini- 
mical to  health  and  happinefs; — and  I will  not 
hefitate  to  aflert  that  the  items  which  compofe 
Pandora's  imaginaiy  inventory  of  human  ills 

f . , - ^ ^ i c*  - k -|  \r  f ■ , \ v ' \ . 

may  be  eafily  realized  by  tracing  the  various 
dfedts  of  the  Venereal  poifon  on  the  human 

( r-Q  VJ»  ^ j j f 1*  , 

eonftitution. 

-/vu.  id?  jc;  k:  . *;•  . ./  b. 

To  remove  a general  evil,  my  Lord,  is 
to  eftablifh  a general  good,  in  which  benign 
V*  - under- 
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undertaking  I anticipate  with  a fecret  pleafure 
your  Grace’s  co-operation ; for,  tho’  elabo- 
rate performances  may  ultimately  find  their 
level  of  public  approbation,  yet  the  great 
work  of  humanity  is  partly  fufpended,  or  at 
leaft  proceeds  but  flowly,  until  that  event 
crowns  the  Authors  labours,  but  it  is  rapidly 
promoted  by  the  foftering  hand  of  fuch  exal- 
ted patronage  as  your  Lordfhip’s,  which  con-* 

fideration  alone  gave  birth  to  the  prefent  dedi- 
cation. 

’ ' ^ •*  j a e / ‘ 

— ^ - - ’ - ■ * - $ - • - V J ^ \ ■ ..  - .V  . M . , ■ Jk  > 

My  Lord, — It  is  an  inverted  kind  of 
vanity  in  fome  authors  to  mention  their  own 
labours  with  the  epithets,  poor  and  weak  efforts , 
to  elucidate  and  make  ufefut  their  fubje6lsy — 
in  expectation,  no  doubt,  that  this  affeCted 
cenfure  of  their  own  might  procure  them  the 
praife  of  their  patrons. — But  I difclaim  fuch 
b 3 infiduous 
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infiduous  methods  of  obliquely  begging  praife, 
I am  bold  enough  to  aflert  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  was  never  better  invgeftigated,  more 
attentively  purfued  in  all  its  latent  recedes, 
nor  was  there  ever  a more  radical,  rational 
certain  and  cheap  mode  of  cure  pointed  out  by 
human  induftry,  than  will  be  found  in  {he 
following  Treatife. — Under  this  conviction* 
and  the  probability  of  accomplifhing  the 
general  benefit  I intended  to  mankind  in  my 
unremitting  and  painful  inveftigation  of  this 
diforder,  it  is  a confolation  to  my  mind  to  refleCf 
that  I have  performed  a duty  which  I owed  tq 
fociety,  and  I take  an  open,  undifguifed,  manly 
pride,  which  I now  publicly  avow,  in  faying, 
that  the  extenfive  knowledge  I have  acquired, 
is  commenfurate  to  the  pains  and  expence  I 
have  been  at  in  acquiring  it.  . 
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Upon  this  .balls  I raife  the  foundation  of  a 
hope,  that  it  will  not  only  meet  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  approbation,  but  alfo  that  it  will  not 
appear  unworthy  of  your  countenance  and 
fupport. 

In  feeking  this  protection,  my  Lord,  I 
candidly  confefs  my  vanity,  as  whatever  efti- 
mation  felf-love  inay  induce  me  to  hold  the 
merit  of  my  own  labours  in,  I have  no  claim 
to  hope  your  Grace’s  patronage,  but  from 
your  own  generolity ; for  in  faying  that  your 
general  character  for  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence is  univerfally  fpoken  of,  I am  only  the 
echo  of  common  fame ; therefore,  I cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  offend  by  adulation  in  faying  that 
. what  every  one  fays,  mull  be  true;  and  that 
it  was  thefelhining,  inherent  virtues  in  your 

Grace, 
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Grace,  operated  like  a magnet  of  intellc&ual 

attraction  on  me,  in  dedicating  to  your  Grace, 

, % 

a Treatife  fo  evidently  calculated  for  the 
alleviation  of  human  mifery,  and  the  pro- 
moting of  human  happinefs. 


Vanity,  my  Lord,  becomes  a virtue,  when 
its  afpiring  effects  are  directed  to  procure  the 
fanCtion  of  the  great  arid  good,  in  the  differ 
ruination  of  beneficial  knowledge  in  matters 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  Society,— W*, 
that  of  preferving  and  reftoring  health.  * 


I y}{  • . • i‘j;  J 

In  this  point  of  view,  your  Grace  will  hold 
the  firft  place  in  the  merit  of  the  following 

? - * * ' i 1 ' , 1 ' ( * * i j > • ■ > | f/t 

fheets,  by  your  patronage  of  them,  while  .the 

fecond  will  be  filled  with  humble  gratitude, 

■ ■ j : * 

and 
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and  the  moft  profound  refpedt  for  your  Grace’s 
exalted  rank  and  virtues,  By, 

MY  LORD  DUKE, 


YOUR  GRACE’S  MOST  OBEDIENT, 

;;0  CV  v'l . • ... 

AND  MOST  DEVOTED  HUMBLE  SERVANT, 


C.  B.  GODFREY. 


$fo,  x.  Founder's  Court , 
Lotfrbuty, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


X FIND  myfe'f,  in  fome  meafure,  called  upon 
by  the  refpedt  I entertain  for  the  pra&ice  as  well 
as  the  regular  pra&ioners  of  phyfic,  to  aflign  my 
reafons  for  departing  from  the  regular  routine  of 
pra&ice,  and  adopting  my  prefent  mode  of  ad- 
drefling the  public  through  the  medium  of  an  ab- 
flradt  publication.  They  arc  briefly  thefe : — during 
a long  and  fedulous  attendance  on  the  different 
Hofpitals,  I obferved  a great  variety  of  inveterate 
Veneral  cafes,  when  on  enquiring  into  the  hiftory 
pf  their  cure,  I found  that  nineteen  out  of  t\v  c ty  of 

thefe 


\ 
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ihcfe  deplorable  and  almoft  incurable  ftages  of  the 
diforder,  had  their  origin  in  the  ignorance,  pre- 
fumption  and  inhumanity  of  empyricifm--It,  there- 
fore, became  (in  my  opinion)  neceflary  that  fome 
profeffional  Gentleman  fhould  ftep  forward  pub- 
licly and  boldly  to  offer  his  affidance  in  order  to 
refeue  the  unfortunate  difeafed,  from  falling  preys 
to  the  rapacity  of  itinerant  pretenders,  and  that 
tho*  there  are  feveral  Gentlemen  in  the  profefllon 
whofe  abilities  are  decidedly  fuperior  to  mine  in 
general  pradlice,  yet,  thefe  Gentlemen,  from  the 
exrenfivenefs  and  refpe&ability  of  their  practice, 
in  other  branches,  cannot  pay  that  particular 
attention  to  this  important  difeafe,  which  it 
merits  from  its  rapid  and  progreffive  malign 
nity,  and  which  nothing  but  a particular  de- 
votion offtudy,  attention,  and  application  to  its 
complicated  inveteracy,  is  able  to  accomplifh'/ 
and  as  I am  ambitious,  by  a ifridl  adherence  to 
the  elevated  and  honourable  principle  of  humanity 
to  the  affii&ed,  to  merit  their  efteem,  fo  am  I 
anxious  by  every  honourable  means  in  my  power, 
to  obtain  the  encouragement  of  the  virtuous  and 
^ enlightened 


( n ) 

enlightened  pradtioners  of  phyfic  in  this  Me- 
tropolis, in  carrying  my  prefent  plan  into  ex- 
ecution. 

In  this  age  of  refinement,  where  fpeculatlon  is 

fyflemifed  and  reduced  to  a fcience,  and  every 

* ■ 

bold  adventurer  is  a felf-crca:ed  adept — It  will,  I 
am  afraid,  flagger  credibility,  that  profeflional  difi- 
intereflednefs  fhould  eredt  the  frandard  of  philan- 
thropy, and  give  this  general  notice  to  afflidtion, 
to  repair  to  the  temple  of  renova  ed  healtji,  to 
lay  its  burthen  down  and  to  reaffume  that  greatefl 
of  human  blefTings,  a good  conflituden.— It  fhall 
be  an  invariable  rule  with  me,  and  a governing 
principle  in  the  profecution  of  my  prefent  under** 
taking,  to  make  feif-interefl  but  a fecondary  con- 
sideration to  the  good  of  my  readers,  as  well  as  my 
patients  ; when  I deviate  from  this  fundamental 
maxim,  I fhall  be  content  that  the  punifhment  at- 
tending fuch  derclidlion  may  be  the  difcontinuance 
of  public  favor. 

• P.  1 Si ?r?fl  1 . ■ i Mi  ♦ ; I ‘jVj  1 'il*  . j 

I would  wifh  to  be  clearly  underflood,  that  thop 
the  fubjedl  of  the  fubfequent  Treatife  is  meant  to  be 

the 
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the  treatment  and  cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe* 
and  its  malignant  confeqiiencesj  yet,  that  I mean 
not  to  gratify  or  give  the  lead  encouragenitnt  td 
licentioufhefs,  but  that  I fhall  treat  this  com- 
plaint and  the  di (orders  arifing  therefrom  with  that 
philosophical  dignity,  and  that  chafte  morality* 
which,  as  they  are  its  principle  ornaments,  fo  the^ 
fhould  fever  be  the  infeparable  attendants  on  the  me- 
dical charaflfer;  feal  rnodefty  fhall  have  no  caiife, 
nor  pretended  modefty  a pretext—  for  offence. 

f gnisd  ^noiotoxit 

; ; „ . l _ ivr  * s.A  a!  ni/l/r 

' i .re*  rrri}  eo  Of 

It  is  nat  my  wifh  to  light  the  foul  torch  of  impu- 
rity, but  to  extinguifh  its  black  flame  ; where  it 
has  been  kindled  and  to  eradicate  and  oppofe  its 
fjbtlc  and  fecret  operations  on  the  human  ftyftem. 
In  an  opulent  and  over  grown  Metropolis  likfc 
this,  diflipation  mufl  conflitute  a part  of  its  local 
character,  that  unreflrained  intfercourfe  between 
the  fex-esin  a country  fo  relaxed  as  this  is  in  morals; 
and  where  the  chaflity  of  young  men  is  a- fuhje<5t 
of  ridicule  inftead  of  applaufe,  individual  attach- 
ments are  formed  which  promifed  on  the  outfet 

inviolable 
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inviolable  durability — but  the  negleCt  (if  not  dif- 
guft)  which  too  frequently  follows  fatiety,  the 
lull  of  change,  the  difparity  of  circumftanecs,  the 
influence  of  parental  authority*  or  the  more  pre- 
vailing ones  of  intereft,  vanity,  and  ambition,  de- 
flroy  thofe  temporary  unions,  and  on  the  ruins  of 
thefe  tranfient  attachments  indiferiminate  con- 
nexions are  formed  ; the  confequent  fource  from 
which  thofe  peftilental  evils  flow — equally  hoftile 
to  human  happinefs,  as  to  human  propagation. — 
Chaftity,  therefore,  being  a virtue  in  young  men, 
more  to  be  wifhed  than  hoped  for  in  this  age,  all 
that  is  left  for  medical  humanity  to  do,  is  to 
caution  youth  againft  the  contracting  this  fatal  dis- 
order— or  to  remove  it  as  foon  as  poflible  after  it 
has  been  contracted. 

As  the  good  of  mankind  is,  as  before  obferv- 
ed,  the  primary  objeCt  of  my  prefent  undertak- 
ing, I anticipate  the  co-operation  and  future  en- 
couragement of  every  friend  to  humanity  in  car- 
rying it  into  its  moft  extended  execution.  If  we 

ltfok 
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look  -at*  thjfe  melancholy  catalogue  of  difeafesi- 
Which.  fill  up  the  picture  of  human  mifery,  we 
fhalLftnd  the  m oft  dangerous  date  their  origin 
from  fome=  ill-treated  or  negle&ed  venereal  taint. 
The  laying- do Wh,  therefore,  the  only  certain 
ftiethod  of  preventing  a difeafe  of  a nature  fo 
alarming,  fo  diidreffing,  and  fo  fatal,  will  not> 
I am  perfuaded^  be  confidered  an  object  of 
fmall  importance;  and,  as  I doubt  not  of  fuc** 
ceeding  in  this  attempt,  we  then  fhall  not 
have  to  lament  the  Iongjift  of  incurables,  which 
at  prefent  aifgrace-  the  annals  of  medicine.  It 
will  be  a death  blow  to  thofe  daring  empyfres  irt 
pliyfie  ; thofe  tinkers  of  the  human  conftitution ; 
who,  fhould  they  by  chance  remove  one  tem- 
porary evil,  introduce  five  permanent  complaints 
into  the  human  fyftem ; whofe  imprudence  is  an 
expletive  to  their  ignorance,  and  -whofe  rapacity 
has  no  limits,  but  in  the  purfes  of  their  credulous 
and  devoted  patients.  A plan  of  this  magnitude, 
comprehending  fueh  an  extent,  and  embracing 
fuch  a number  of  beneficial  as  well  as  benevolent 
obje&s,  will,  I doubt  not,  meet  with  that  en- 
couragement 
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couragement  which  it  merits  from  my  country- 
men,  whofc  national  charadteriftics  are  difinte relit 
ednefs,  benevolence*  and  humanity. 

Whether  we  view  this  undertaking  through  the 
medium  of  a moral  or  political  light,  we  can  clearly 
fee  the  happy  termination  of  its  effedts  on  fociety 
in  either  cafe.  In  the  former,  as  earneftly  caution- 
ing youth  from  a deviation  from  the  paths  of  pru- 
dence and  virtue,  and  giving  loofe  to  irregular  and 
deflrudtive  paflionsi  by  warning  them  of  the  con- 
fequences  inevitably  refulting  from  fuch  an  indulg- 
ence, and  through  the  latter  medium,  as  pre- 
ferving  the  muscular  Charadter  of  our  country- 
men from  degenerating  into  impotence,  imbecil- 
lity,  or  infignificancej  for  by  debilitating  and  re- 
laxing the  powers  of  nature*  we  thereby  impede 
the  progrefs  of  population,  which  the  wifeft 
Legiflators,  in  all  ages,  held  to  be  the  principa 
wealth  of  every  State.  The  converfe  of  the  pro- 
pofition  of  courfe,  mufl  be  admitted,  that  every 
impediment  to  it  tends  to  a national  impoverifh- 
menit.  *•  ' 
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OBSERVATIONS 


A LATE  PUBLICATION  OF  Dr.  BUCHAN'S . 


A PUBLICATION  on  the  VENEREAL 
DISEASE,  made  its  appearance  under  the 
name  of  Dr.  Buchan,  of  Edinburgh,  in  179^ 
on  which  I Jfhall  make  a few  obfervations.~This 
Gentleman  has  been  at  great  pains  to  ihew  the 
inutility  of  phyficians,  while  he  retains  a venera- 
tion for  medicine,  and  thinks,  or  feems  to  think* 
that  until  the  one  is  emancipated  from  the  mono- 
poly of  the  other,  its  blefllngs  can  never  be 
generally  diffufed* 
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This  obfervation,  lam  much  inclined  to  think, 
proceeds  from  Tome  miftaken  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  Dodtor,  though  perhaps  he  may  have  a 
fincere  wifh  to  do  good,  as  there  appears,  through 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks,  ftrong  fymptoms 
of  fome  particular  difrefpedt,  which  has  led 
him  to  form  this  ftrange  averfion  to  the  faculty 
at  large  i howotherwife  he  could  perfuade  himfelf 
into  the  opinion  he  has  formed,  I am  at  a lofs  to 
determine  ? 


In  contemplating  his  wiihes  to  ferve  mankind, 
and  his  many  profeflions  of  difinterefled  benevo.- 
lence  to  fociety,  we  almoft  overlook  the  ex- 
travagance of  his  proportions j but  as  too  much 
credulity  in  profeflions  of  this  ftamp  frequently  mif- 
lead  our  judgment,  it  is  neceflfary,  when  erroneous 
opinions  are  propagated,  to  canvas  them  fairly, 
andftate  our  obje&ions  with  temper  and  modera- 
tion, fo  as  to  convince  the  author  of  his  faults,  and 
the  world  of  our  fincerity,  for  though  no  one  is  com- 
pelled to  adopt  an  erroneous  fyltem,  yet  every 
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man  who  knows  it  to  be  fuch,  and  confeqqenriy 
injurious  to  fociety,  has  a right,  nay,  indeed,  ii 
bound  in  juftice  to  that  fociety,  to  refute  its  errors, 
and  fhew  its  evil  tendency. 

Dr.  Buchan  adopts  Dr.  Rufli’s  opinion,  that  to 
lay  open  the  myfteries  of  medicine,  and  teach 
every  man  to  be  his  own  phyfician,  would  be  of 
the  laft:  importance  to  mankind,  efpecially  as  it 
w.ould  annihilate  quacks.  This  meafure  would 
multiply  the  evil  it  was  meant  to  remove,  for  by 
making  every  man  his  own  phyfician,  you  make 
every  man  his  own  quack,  if  by  ignorance  of  the 
healing  art  is  meant  a quack. 

It  ;s  impofiible  to  know  any  fcience  well  with-, 
out  ftudying  and  inveftigating  firft  principles  .* 
by  this  means,  appropriate  applications  are  made 
if}  all  cafes 5 without  this  previous  knowledge, 
chance  inftead  of  choice  dire&s  $ for  he  that  does 
fcot  know  which  is  beft  can  have  no  choice, 
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It  is  a bad  remedy  in  politics  to  introduce 
anarchy  as  a cure  for  defpotifm,  To  fave  your 
life  or  property  from  the  cruelty  or  rapacity  of 
one  tyrant,  you  expofe  them  to  the  danger  of  a 
thoufand;  this  would  be  exadtly  the  cafe  with 
him,  who,  to  exterminate  a few  illiterate  quacks, 
would  introduce  an  inundation  of  that  defeription, 
by  making  every  man  his  own  phyfician.  There 
is  no  need  in  pulling  up  the  tares  to  pull  the  wheat 
alfo,  however  defirable  to  every  liberal,  honefl 
mind,  to  fee  the  whole  race  of  quacks  extermi- 
nated ; yet,  I believe,  few  would  confent  that  the 
whole  body  of  the  faculty  fhould  be  the  facrihce 
to  effedt  it— a body,  who  from  their  learning, 
profeflional  fkill,  and  humanity,  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  not  only  as  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments 
of,  but  alfo  as  one  of  the  greateft  bleffings  atten- 
dant on,  fociety. 

Dr.  Buchan  fays,  to  the  enlightened  age  is 
owing,  the  new  order  of  things  in  Governments, 
which  he  hopes  to  fee  extended  to  medicine 
this  is  a Democratic  fentiment  with  a vengeance  : 

liberty 


( a7  )' 


liberty  and  equality  claims  the  privilege  of  mcd- 
ling  with  the  Conftitution  of  the  State,  why  then 
fliould  it  not  have  the  liberty  of  quacking  our  per- 
Zonal  conftitutions  ?---thus  phyficians  would  rife 
as  rapidly  as  Cadmus’s  foldiers,  In  this  new  order 
cf  things , Dr.  Laft  would  hold  as  high  a place  in 
the  page  of  fame  as  Dr.  Fothergill.  The  indig- 
nation this  language  extorts  from  me,  has  led  me 
into  fome  digrefiional  remarks,  for  which  I beg 
my  reader’s  pardon.  Iamfick  of  that  profligate 
cant  phrafe— the  enlightened  age!— a term  in- 
vented as  a compliment  of  felf-love,  as  a commij - 
fion  for  licentioufnefs,  as  a palliative  for  crime  in 
its  defcending  degrees  of  atrocity,  a term  invent- 
ed to  juftify  the  fubverfion  of  all  order,  and  the 
-extinction  of  the  relative  obligations*  connected 
with  it.  It  is  a flattering  compliment  to  tell  a 
cobler  in  his  flail  now,  that  he  is  as  wife  and  as 
intelligent  as  a bilhop,  a ftatefman,  or  a phyflcian 
of  the  laft  century ; nay,  that  he  is  born  with  the 
inherent  military  virtues  of  an  Eugene,  or  a Marl- 
borough, and  that  he  wants  only  a prompt  occa- 
flon  to  bring  forth  their  glittering  luftre  to  the 
C 4 world 
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world.  It  is  veil  known  what  injury  flattery  may 
do  fometimes  to  great  minds,  how  then  can  its 
mifehiefs  be  eftimated,  when  it  is  given  in  fuch 
large  dofes  to  weak  opes  ? The  definitive  con- 
fequences  of  the  new  philofophy  of  liberty  and 
equality,  fhew  too  evidently  to  the  world  to  need 
nmch  comment. 

Order  is  the  fence  and  defence  of  fociety.  This 
order  fubverted,  the  fence  is  broken  down,  and 
the  weapons  of  defence  wrefled  from  it  f by 
anarchy.  Is  this  a ftate  to  acquire  knowledge  in,? 
Is  this  an  age  to  open  the  eyes  of  mankind  to  the 
defpotifm  of  power,— to  the  arts  of  prieflcraft  ? 
An  age  that  makes - 

i ■ * . ~ 

Rebellion,--- virtuous. 

Loyalty, — a crime . 

Religion,--^  farce . 

In  discrim  ate  massacre, — ^the  road  to  Liberty 
and  Equality . 

Proscr ipt i o n -political  precaution. 


Confiscation 


C a?  ) ' 

ICqnfisc  vtion,-* — ways  and  means* 

In VASfON  of  Neighbouring  Territories, 
accompanied  with  all  the  rnerrilefs 
depredations  of  Calmuck  Tartars,— 
a dijfeminattbn  of  the  glorious  bleffings  of 
Liberty  and  Equality.  . 

AND 

Fraternization,  or  the  Fraternal  embrace 
y — Squeezing  to  Death  ! ! ! 

I muft  confefs,  that  if  the  diabolical  philofophy 
of  the  age,  and  the  atrocities  functioned  by  its  funda- 
mental principles,  does  not  open  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind to  the  blafphemous  infult  o fib  red  to  the  fu- 
preme  Being,  and  this  unexampled  affront  to  the 
dignity  of  human  reafon,  in  thus  attempting  to 
turn  the  moft  horrid  and  flagitious  vices  into  pub* 
lie  virtues— I am  at  a lofs  to  fay  what  will. 

In  making  this  declaration,  I would  not  hare 
it  underflood  as  any  dereliction  of  patriotic  prin- 
ciples, no — I love  liberty,  tho’  I hate  anarchy— 
J,  idolize  freedom,  bpt  I reprobate  liccntioufneft— 
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I love  a virtuous  King,  but  I hate  and  defpife  a 
vicious,  proud,  obftinate,  profligate  Minifter  . 
I love  the  facred  obfervance  of  the  laws  of  my 
country,  becaufe,  virtuouily  obferved,  they  are  the 
bulwarks  of  its  rights,  and  the  fentinels  of  focial 
happinefs  : — preverted,  negkfted,  or  abufed,  they 
mull  bring  difhonour,  and  ultimate  deflrucUon 
on  my  native  country. 

The  moil  beautiful  fabrics  fufier  dilapidations 
from  time,  let  thofe  be  repaired,  and  the  venera- 
ble temple  may  laft  with  diffufive  fplendor  for 
ages  yet  to  come  ! therefore,  no  friend  to  his 
country  can  wifh  a Revolution;  no  one  that  is  not 
an  enemy  to  its  honour  and  profperity,  but  willies 
a reformation  in  representation;-- for  I take  it  to 
be  a fundamental  conftitutional  maxim— that  the 
bleflings  or  miferies  of  this  country,  will  always 
bear  a political  ratio  to  the  magnitude  or  diminu- 
tion of  minifterial  influence. — Thefe  are  the  fen- 
dments  of  fobriety ; not  the  heated  language  of 
party  enthufiafm,  and  fails  of  fuch  patriotic  in- 
flexibility, that  they  will  not  yield  to  the  menaces 
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pf  our  avowed  enemies ; nor  can  they  be  over-* 
turned  by  the  fophjftry  of  our  pretended  friends, 
A real  well  wither  to  himfelf,  his  country,  or  foci- 
pty,  withes  not  for  a new  order  of  things,  (the  com- 
mon diflipated  cant  of  the  times)  he  only  withes 
for  the  reftoration  of  the  old  order  of  things , that 
is,  the  reftoration  of  peace,  honor,  the  indepen- 
dance  and  happinefs  of  his  country,  with  all  their 
accuftomed  focial  concomitant  bleflmgs:— this  old 
order  of  things  will  never  be  reftored,  until  a 
more  equal  reprefentation  in  Parliament  takes 
place  and  this  I repeat  again,  that  it  is  as  de- 
monftrable  as  any  propofition  in  Euclid,  that 
the  miferies  and  burdens  of  this  country  will  never 
be  diminilhed  until  the  venal  majority  of  our 
Jdoufe  of  Reprefentation  be  ldfened. 

>'it  SiiiXf  . } . ...  ■;'T  /•  - - ' 

In  any  ftate  of  general  fermentation,  or  the 
general  adoption  of  new  fangled  opinions,  it 
thews  no  great  art  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  po- 
pular fide  of  the  queftion;  — on  this  principle  Di\ 
B.  has  addrefted  the  public  3 he  has  flattered  their 
vanity  at  the  expence  of  his  own  convi&ion,  and 
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the  facrifice  of  that  truth  which  the  experience  of 
ages  has  unequivocally  eftablifhed.  Namely,  that 
the  period  affigned  to  human  exiftence  is  too  fhort 
to  acquire  a compleat  knowledge  of  Phyfic  j fo 
abftrufe,  fo  variegated,  fo  difficult,  and  fo  compli- 
cated are  the  avenues  leading  to  fuch  general 
knowledge  ; tho*  Dr.  Buchan  makes  a Phyficiaa 
as  foon  as  his  Majefly  would  make  a Knight. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  but  Dr.  Buchan’s 
Dedication  to  the  public,  has  produced  one  good 
effedt  to  himfelf— viz.  a rapid  fale  of  his  book. 
--But  this  I openly  declare,  that  fooner  than  abufe 
the  public  or  decry,  the  necefiary  ufe  of  Ph)^ir, 
and  the  abfolute  utility  of  the  learned  body  of 
Phyficians,— I would  prefer  felling  a dozen  copies 
of  one  folitary  edition  of  my  work,  in  which  I 
could  have  the  happinefs  to  refeue  the  public 
from  becoming  the  dupes  of  an  eafy  credulity, 
than  in  felling  twelve  hundred  copies  of  as  many 
editions— wherein  I led  them  aftray,  either  by 
propagating  an.impofition  or  difguifing  the  truth. 
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The  evils  of  ficknefs  and  difeafe,  in  their  vari- 
ous forms,  are  the  inheritance  and  the  lot  of  hu- 
man nature.  It  is,  therefore,  the  mod  noble,  a*x 
well  as  the  mod  abflrufe  of  all  human  fciences*  to 
learn  to  counteract  thofe  effects  fo  difaflerous  in 
their  nature,  as  to  wage  perpetual  war  with  the 
happinefs  of  mankind. 

It  would  certainly  provoke  military  rifibility  to 
hear  any  one  affert,  that  raw  levies  haftPy  em- 
bodied, were  more  to  be  depended  on  for  offen- 
live  and  defenfive  operations  than  veteran  troops. 

As  well  might  the  elevated  piety,  the  glittering 
abilities,  the  illuftraticn  of  moral  life — in  Udier, 
Tillitfon,  or  Blair,  be  compared  to  the  incligefted 
nonfenfe,  the  heterogenious  abfurdity,  the  ridicu- 
lous extravagance  of  fome  of  Wedlev’s  held 
preachers,  as  the  utility  of felf-created  Phyficiarts# 
to  thofe,  who,  by  long  and  painful  refearches  into 
the  caufes  and  cure  of  difeafe,  have  nearly  arrived 
at  the  zenith  of  perfection — In  this  new  order  of 
things*  I lhould  not  wonder  to  fee  the  Ephemeris 
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of  fome  aftronomical  Quack,  put  in  competition^ 
nay,  receive  a decided  adoption,  in  preference  to 
the  immortal  Newton's  fyftem , (C  Men  get  Jo  enlight- 
ened and  Jo  learned  in  this  Age  oj  Reajonl  ’* 

O Irony, — where  is  thy  fneer  ? 

O Ridicule, — where  is  thy  farcaftic  fmile  ?■ 

O Satyr, — where  is  thy  fting  ? 

To  reprobate  this  new  order  oj  things l this  in- 
vafion  of  order,  this  introduction  of  chaos,  this 
fa.crilegeous  innovation  on  the  facred  rights  of 
focial  nature,  reafon,  religion,  and  learning ! the 
principles  of  which  opinions  are  fpeculated  in  the 
privy  counfel  of  Pandemonia,  and  reduced  to 
practice  on  earth  ! 

So  much  for  politics,  the  new  order  oj  things , 
and  the  improbability  and  impoflibility  of  fuch 
order  having  any  other  effeCt  upon  Phyfic  than  a 
bad  one  ; unlefs  it  Ihould  operate  as  a proclama- 
tion, under  pain  of  death,  to  avoid  taking  any 
medical  prefcriptions  from  fuch  mulhroon  Phy- 
ficians  as  Dr,  Buchan  would  with  to  create. 

Having 
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Having  made  the  Venereal  Difeafe  the  parti  cuiar 
lludy  T my  life  I have  written  a courfe  of  lec- 
tures on  the  fubjedt,  part  of  which  are  introdu- 
ced in  this  work Thefe  ledtures  I have  had  the 

honour  of  delivering  to  very  refpedtable  and  fome- 
tirnes  very  crowded  audiences;  and  there  is  no 
retrofpedt  of  my  life,  I contemplate  with  more 
pleafure,  than  the  honourable  tcftimony  I received 
from  fome  of  the  m oft  enlightened  and  eminent 
charadbers  in  this  kingdom,  who  honored  me  witk 
a marked  attention  at  their  repeated  cjelivery;-* 
not,  I am  certain,  for  any  elegance  of  {file,  or  em- 
phatical  delivery,  but  for  the  induftry  difplayed 
in  the  inveftigation  and  explanation  of  the  equivo- 
cal and  unequivocal  fymptoms,  which  are  the 
indicatives  of  that  fubtle  difeafe;  to  the  originality 
of  which,  my  claim  flands  univerfally  admitted. 

Though  no  charadter  in  fociety,  no  affumpton 
whatever,  no  fpecies  of  impofition,  I reprobate 
more  than  a daring  Empiric,  yet  to  a perfo'n 
who  has  received  a regular  medical  education,  and 
where  the  aggregate  of  intelledtual  ability  is 
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directed  to  one  particular  complaint,  I contend 
for  the  poffibility,  nay,  the  certainty  of  his  being 
able  to  effed  a radical  cure  for  this  difordef,  ever! 
rn  cafes  of  accumulated  inveteracy;  in  a very  fho’rt 
rime,  much  ffiorter  thaii  that  faid  to  be  necefiary 
by  fome  very  eminent  Phyfxcians.  This  declara-^ 
tion  I am  authorifed  to  make>  boldly  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  in  diametric  oppofition  to  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  B.  not  from  hearfay  or  theory,  but  from 
thy  own  immediate  experience— the  refult  of 
a long  and  extenfive  courfe  of  pradlce  in  tliii 
difeafe.  * 

A General  confcious  of  his  own  military  (kill, 
aad  the  intrepidity  of  his  army- -takes  a garrifon 
by  dorm  in  24  hours,  that  might  not  be  taken  in 
as  many  weeks,  proceeding  by  the  lefs  ardent 
meafure  of  ftp ; while  the  garrifon  may  have 
various  opportunities  of  taking  in  provifions  and 
men— and  by  the  fame  means,  that  it  is  {length- 
ening, protrads  the  fiege,  and,  confequently,  ren- 
ders its  reduction  more  difficult. 
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The  cafe  is  exadly  fimilar,  when  this  difeafe  is 
attacked  by  medical  fldll,  no  time  fhould  be  loft 
to  expel  it— as  by  protrading  the  cure,  you  give 
a greater  opportunity  for  the  virus  being  abforbed 
and  converting  that  which  was  only  local,  into  a 
conditional  difeafe  ; a variety  of  internal  as  well 
as  external  caufes  contribute  to  increafe  its  malig- 
nity whilft  lurking  in  the  fydem,  which  makes  a 
fpeedy  expulfion  the  more  indifpenfibly  neceffary. 
But  as  this  expeditious  cure  cannot  be  accomplifh- 
ed  but  by  fuperior  fid  11  and  experience,  I earned:- 
ly  recommend  to  thofe  afdided,  to  be  cautious  to 
employ  no  one,  but  thofe  who  are  umverfally  dis- 
tinguilhed  for  a combination  of  practical  with  theo- 
retical knowledge . It  is  time  that  gives  its  principal 
inveteracy  to  this  diforder  : hence  arifes  the  indif- 
fpenfible  obligation  to  patients  of  an  early  difclofure 
of  their ' fituation.— Falfe  diame  expofes  human 
life  to  as  much  danger  as  falfe  courage  *.  —therefore, 
whatever  diame  opinion  may  attach  in  con- 
trading  this  diforder,  there  ought  to  be  none  in 
getting  rid  of  it. 
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If  judicious  precautions  are  ufed,  fuch  2s  1 fhall 
hereafter  take  occafion  to  mention,  in  the  mode  I 
have  laid  down  for  preventing  this  difeafe,  it 
will,  in  a great  many  inftances,  fuperfedc  the  necef* 
fity  of  any  medical  aid ; but  when  once  it  takes 
hold  of  the  fyftem,  tampering  or  quacking  con- 
firms it,  and  renders  that  permanent,  and  fome- 
times  fatal,  which  was  before  but  tranfient  and 
fugitive. 

Ignorant  quacks,  and  quackcrs  of  themfelves, 
cut  out  more  work  for  the  regular  Fhyfician,  than 
the  indiferiminate  intercourfc  of  the  fexes,  by  re- 
ciprocal communication  , theje  faffs  being  admitted , 
vjhich , indeed  no  rational'  man  will  attempt  to 
deny,  what  then  I fay  becomes  of  the  pleafing 
but  delufive  theory  of  Dr.  B.  to  teach  every  man 
to  be  his  own  Phyfician?  Will  the  world  attend 
to  fuch  theories  ? can  it  be  fuppofed  that  mankind 
is  fo  ignorant,  as  to  believe,  that  to  wreft  the 
practice  of  Phyfic  from  the  hands  of  the  learn- 
ed, the  judicious,  and  experienced  Phyficians,  and 
place  it  in  thofe  of  mankind  indiferiminately, 
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\volild  be  of  benefit  to  any  people  ? furely  not. 
Such  a dangerous  doCtrine,  teaches  man  to  be  the 
inflrumcnt  of  his  own  deftruCtion,  and  the  enemy 
of  his  fpecies. 

The  following  cafe,  which  recently  came  under 
my  own  immediate  infpeCtion,  is  fuch  a flrikirig 
inftapce  of  this  folly  of  men  attempting  to  cure, 
or  rather  quack  themfelves,  that  to  illuftrate  it 
(as  well  as  inculcate  this  momentous  truth,  and 
that  it  may  operate  as  an  example  to  prevent 
others  from  being  wrecked  on  the  fame  rock 
of  prefumption)  I feel  it  a duty  incumbent  on 
me  to  relate  it, 

A young  man  who  was  a journeyman  to  a 
tradefman  in  Bifhopfgate  Street,  contracted  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  and  was  infeCted  with  a Chancre 
on  the  Gians  penis,  as  well  as  one  on  the  prepuce, 
for  the  cure  of  which,  he  followed  the  directions 
of  a celebrated  author  for  a conquerable  time, 
but  here  the  fkill  of  the  learned  DoCtor  was  com- 
pleatly  fruftrated ; it  was  not  fufficient  to  fupply 
the  patient  with  a lift  of  various  medicines, 
D a that 
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thaf  were  of  known  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  this 
complaint  every  one  knows  that  mercury  is  a 
Ipecific,  but  every  one  does  not  know  how  and 
when  to  apply  it  to  advantage ; this  knowledge  is 
only  to  be  obtained  as  the  refult  of  experience, 
and  an  attentive  confideration  to  the  various  habits 
and  peculiarities  of  confutations  ; this  medical 
maxim  is  elucidat  ed  in  the  cafe  under  confideration; 
for— altho*  he  followed  the  Do&or’s  dire&ions  of 
pufhing  the  mercurial  courfe,  till  his  mouth  be- 
came fore,  and  applied  it  externally,  the  difeafe, 
as  he  thought,  foil  continued  with  greater  violence; 
he,  therefore,  increafed  his  dofe,  and  more  fre- 
quently repeated  the  mercurial  applications ; but 
here  mercury  was  of  all  medicines  the  moft  per- 
nicious, as  the  confutation  of  this  patient  was 
ftrongly  difpofed  to  inflammation,  and  the  ufe  of 
mercury  confequently  increafed  that  inflammation, 
which  it  fhould  have  been  his  objeft  to  have 
lefiened ; this  negled  brought  on  fuch  an  amazing 
fwelling  of  the  prepuce  and  glans,  as  to  oblige 
him  to  keep  his  bed  : For  the  want  of  proper  me- 
dical attendance,  and  judicious  application,  it 
terminated  in  a gangrene;  he  continued  in  this 

fhocking 
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locking  ftate,  (the  mortification  having  fpread 
nearly  over  the  whole  of  his  tefticles)  for  four 
days,  without  a momentary  intermiflion,  from  the 
moft  excruciating  pain  : at  this  lamentable  crifis, 
I was  called  in— to  witnefs  the  deplorable  end  of 
this  vi&im  to  felf-quackery— to  his  adoption  of 
the  new  order  of  things l which,  among  other  in- 
verted bldlings,  makes  every  man  his  own  PI13  - 
fician  ! ! 

He  wras  now  fo  much  reduced,  by  the  effects  of 
the  mercury,  and  the  difeafe,  that  there  did  not 
remain  the  leaft  profpe6t  of  his  recovery 5 how- 
ever, after  removing  the  lloughed  parts,  and  or- 
dering the  neceflary  fomentation  and  poultices, 
I prefcribed  for  him,  two  grains  of  opium,  to  be 
taken  immediately,  and  two  tea  fpoonfulls  of  the 
powder  of  bark,  every  hour,  or  oftener,  if  his 
ftomach  fhould  be  able  to  bear  it ; on  my  next 
\ifit,  I found  him  Hill  languifhing  and  low,  but 
the  opium  had  procured  a remifhon  of  his  pain ; 
the  fame  medicines,  with  the  aid  of  nourifhing 
diet,  was  ordered  to  be  continued,  but  without  the 
dcfired  effed,  as  the  patient  expired  the  next  day, 
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leaving  an  ufeful  memorial,  and  a lafting  impref- 
fion  on  the  mind,  how  eafy  it  is  to  be  firft  the 
dupe,  and  next  the  victim  of  ridiculous  vanity  $ 
by  fuppofing  that  reading  a treatife  on  this  fubjcdt, 
however  elegantly  written,  fuch  a fufHcient  fhare 
of  medical  knowledge  may  be  acquired,  as  to 
enable  unprofeflional  men,  fuccefsfully  to  treat 
every  fpecies  of  Venereal  infedlion  with  fafety. 

If  this  patient  had  applied  in  the  early  ilage  of 
the  complaint,  to  any  well  informed  practitioner, 
he  would,  from  the  appearance  of  the  chancre, 
have  been  able  to  have  difcovered  the  confiitu- 
tional  difpofition  to  inflammation;  and  confequently 
would  have  abandoned  the  ufe  of  mercury,  until 
he  had  corredted  this  conftitutional  difpofition ; 
for  by  continuing  the  application  of  mercury  in 
this  cafe,  he  encreafed  that  difeafe  which  he  in- 
tended to  have  leflfened,  and  the  livid  appearance 
of  the  fkin,  which  is  one  of  the  charadtereftic 
figns  of  the  commencement  of  mortification,  he 
took  as  a proof  of  the  great  degree  of  viru- 
lence of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  of  courfe  in- 
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creafed  his  mercurial  applications,  when  they 
ought  to  have  been  totally  laid  afide.  For  the 
want  of  a right  difcrimination,  which  is  only  to 
be  acquired  by  a regular  medical  education,  aided 
by  experience,  and  the  proper  remedies  neceflary 
to  be  applied  when  the  inflammation  was  likely  to 
terminate  in  a gangrene,  produced  this  cataftro- 
phe,  and  brought  an  early  and  young  facrifice  to 
the  altar  of  that  deftrudtive  abfurdity  of  fe If- cure, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  dodtrine  of  felf-crcated 
phyficians  ! 

This  dodtrine  needs  only  to  be  mentioned  to  be 
reprobated,  the  above,  with  many  fimilar  cafes 
which  I could  adduce,  fufnciently  prove  it. 

I fhall  not  trouble  my  readers  with  any  further 
pomment,  it  would  be  only  to  infult  their  under- 
handing.  If  I tell  a man  there  is  a well  dug  in  a 
certain  place,  of  fixty  feet  deep,  and  that  there 
is  no  covering  on  the  furface,  I think  it  would  be 

a fuperfluous  precaution  to  tell  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  not  to  hay  much  on  the  brink,  or  to  go 

tjiat  way  on  a dark  night  left  he  might  fall  into 
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it,  I (hall,  therefore,  content  myfelf  by  faying, 
that  it  is  a parallel  cafe  of  deitrudion,  with  a 
man  falling  into  the  danger  of  becoming  his  own 
phyfician  who  has  no  medical  knowledge, 

Secrecy  in  this  difeafe  is  very  neceffary,  from  va- 
rious combining  caufes,  and  if  I miftake  not,  thi? 
truth  was  pretty  well  known  before  the  publi- 
cation of  Dr.  Buchan’s  elaborate  Treatife.  It  i$ 
an  excellent  bait  to  credulity  to  believe  what  Dr, 
Buchan  holds  out,  with  a flattering  promife , that 
patients  can  cure  themfelves  in  Jecret — I tell  fuch 
patients  as  attempt  it  a tremendous  truth— viz. 
that  they  can  a Jo  kill  themfelves  in  Jecret  > and 
that  too  by  the  very  means  they  attempt  to  cure 
themfelves!  To  fay  any  more  on  the  fubjedo  if  elf, 
cure  would,  I think,  beufelefs ; to  fay  lefs,  would 
be  criminal  in  a man  of  fcientific  experience. 
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ANTIQUITY 
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DISORDER, 


It  \Vould  be  foreign  to  my  plan  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  a fubjeCt  which  has  been  fpun  out  to  the 
length  of  volumes  by  elaborate  and  able  writers, 
all  of  whom  that  I could  ever  procure,  I have  atr 
tcntively  read;  among  fuch  a variety  of  writers, 
it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  there  mult  be  a variety  of 
opinions,  fome  arguing  hypothetically,  and  fome 
from  fuppofed  inductions,  others  from  eftablithed 
andadmittedfaCis,  and  their  confequent  inferences* 

Amidft  the  variety  of  opinions  refpeCting  the 
origin  and  antiquity  of  this  diforder,  fome  may, 
with  fafety,  be  adopted,  as  others,  with  equal 
propriety,  fhould  be  rejected. 

In  our  purfuit  after  truth,  efpecially  when  that 
pyrfuit  is  dictated  by  humanity,  and  the  general 

good 
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good  of  mankind,  Moralifts  fhould  adopt  a prin- 
ciple fimilar  to  that  of  Mathematicians  : viz, — > 
That  the  greater  number  of  lines  drawn  from 
the  periphery,  to  the  point  of  concentrated  in- 
terfeclion  in  a circle,  the  greater  the  proof  that 
this  point  was  the  true  center  of  fuch  circle,  fo, 
the  greater  concurrence  of  refpe&able  opinions 
on  any  dubious  fubjedt,  eftablifhes,  to  a moral 
certainty,  that  this  coincidence  of  opinion  is  the 
center  of  truth.  On  this  rational  bafis,  I have, 
therefore,  eredted  the  fuperfirudture  of  my  own 
opinion,  and  which,  with  humble  deference  and 
refnedt,  I have  now  the  pleafure  to  lay  before  the 

/ rr*V  ••  ' \ ik:  i '( ; 0 P *- 

Some  writers  flick  not  to  affert,  that  this 

> v * 

was  the  dilorder  which  that  great  prince  of  anti- 
quity, Job,  fo  renowned  for  his  wealth,  fuffer- 
ings,  and  patience,  was  affiidted  with  5 (but  this 
opinion  needs  only  to  be  mentioned  to  be  refuted) 
and  that  the  leprofy,  fo  univerfal  in  Afiatic  coun- 
tries, was  nothing  more  of  lefs  in  nature  or  malig- 
nity, than  what  we  now  call  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
But  though  diforders  may  be  fimilar,  we  -are  not 

thence 
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thence  to  conclude  they  are  the  lame,  as  I lliaU 
hereafter  fhew,  with  refpedl  to  the  two  now  un- 
der comparative  confideration.  At  what  time  this 
dreadful  malady,  (the  very  idea  of  which  poifons 
the  fource  of  our  moil  happy  moments)  was  firft 
introduced  among  mankind  in  general,  or  in 
Europe  in  particular,  is  a matter  not  eafily  to  be 
afcertained — thus  much  we  may  affirm,  from  ac- 
-counts  tranfmitted  to  us  by  ancient  writers,  that 
the  lues,  with  its  horrid  and  fatal  fymptoms, 
fuch  as  we  find  it  defcribed,  by  medical  and  other 
writers,  towards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
had  been  unknown  among  the  Greeks  and 
Romans,  though  they  were  as  much  addidted  to 
gallantry,  as  the  French,  or  any  other  modern 
nation ; otlierwife,  their  Phyficians,  who  are 
fcrupuloufiy  minute,  in  recording  both  the  dif- 
eafcs  known  before  and  in  their  own  time, 
would  have  mentioned  it,  as  well  as  their  cures, 
but  we  find  they  are  filent,  as  to  the  Venereal 
Difeafe ; hence  it  is  clear  that  they  knew  of  no 
fuch  diforder,  and  though  it  is  not  much  more 
than  300  years  fince  this  complaint  made  its  ap- 
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pearance  in  Europe  ; there  l\as  been  feveral  hun- 
dred volumes,  written  on  this  difeafe,  in  the 
courfe  of  that  period — Another  opinion  endea- 
voured to  be  eftablifhed  on  the  antiquity  of  this 
complaint,  is,  applying  the  defcription  of  the 
progreflive  flages  of  peftilential  diforders,  to  that 
of  the  Venereal,  and  although  there  may  be  fome 
trifling  fimilarity,  yet  they  are  quite  diftindt,  the 
former  being  produced,  through  wet  feafons, 
peftiferous  damps  and  dews,  and  rendered  it  ad- 
ditionally malignant,  by  the  wind  being  in  certain 
points whereas  the  latter,  is  in  general  only  con- 
tracted by  coition.  Galen  himfelf,  entertains  the 
fame  opinion  with  Hippocrates,  refpedting  pes- 
tilential diforders. 

Mr.  Anfpruch,  late  Phyfician  to  Louis  the  XI. 
of  France,  a Gentleman  of  profound  learning 
and  indefatigable  induftry,  has  written  a treatife 

on  this  fubjedt,  wherein  he  takes  great  pains,  to 

> 

fhew— that  this  difeafe  w^as  endemical  to  the  An- 
tilles and  the  Ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  difcovered  by 
Columbus,  and  fixes  the  firft  period  of  its  intro- 
duction 
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dudtion  into  Spain,  and  confequently  into  Europe, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1494,  by  one  Pedro  de 
Mergait,  a Catelonian  Gentleman,  who  arrived 
with  the  mother  of  Columbus,  from  the  new 
world: — the  fame  author  adds,  that  in  October, 
1495,  when  Columbus  fell  under  the  difpleafure 
of  Ifabella,  Queen  of  Caftile  and  Leon,  he  was 
brought  by  her  orders,  back  to  Spain,  with  400 
of  his  foldiers,  all  affli&ed  with  the  Venereal 
Difeafe;  here  Mr.  Anfpruch,  quotes  a variety  of 
Phvficians,  equally  diftinguifhed--- for  their  ve- 
racity, as  intelligence,  together  with  many  re- 
fpe&able  hiftorians,  to  prove  that  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  was  then  common  in  Hifpaniola,  and  the 
adjacent  iftands,  and  that  it  was  by  the  Spaniards 
brought  over  in  the  fhips  that  went  on  the  above 
expedition  with  Columbus. 

So  far  phyficians  and  hiftorians  feem  to  agree. 
Phyficians  of  that  time  fay,  the  whole  arcana  of 
medicine  was  fought,  but  fought  in  vain,  for  a 
remedy  for  it;  hence  it  appears  clear,  that  the 
diforder  was  an  exotic  in  Europe,  as  no  cure  was 

known 
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known  for  it,  and  that  a remedy  ought  confer 
quently  to  be  fought,  and  which  has  fince  been 
fortunately  found. 

‘ji  4 » 

From  Spain  it  was  foon  communicated  to  Italy 
and  Portugal,  in  both  of  which  kingdoms,  they 
called  it  the  Spanifh  Pox,  as  did  the  French, 
which  contagion  they  caught  in  the  various 
changes  of  the  War,  carried  on  at  that  time 
againd  the  Spaniards  in  Italy,  where  the  wenches* 
who  followed  the  refpedlive  camps,  became  the 
alternate  property  of  either  army,  as  they  wero 
refpedtively  victorious. 

We,  as  receiving  fuch  a favour,  from  our 
neighbours  the  French,  from  a principle  of 
; politenefs , as  well  as  gratitude , have  called  it  the 
French  Pox* 

It  has  travelled  with  commercial  celerity  through 
mod  parts  of  the  habitable  globe.,  the  lad 
place  receiving  it,  calling  it  by  the  name  of  the 
country  from  whence  it  was  imparted— Gonzalvo 
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Eernnndz  de  Oviedo,  who  accompanied  Columbus 
in  his  difcovery  of  the  Antilles  Illands,  fays,  the 
women  there,  from  habitual  naftinefs  and  indo- 
lence, often  lived  on  worms,  fpiders,  ferpents, 
batts,  and  on  a kind  of  lizard,  palatable  indeed, 
but  poifonous  to  any  but  the  natives ; — which  in- 
duced Dr.  Lifter  to  give  a decided  opinion,  that 
this  was  the  ctiufe  of  producing  the  Venereal  poi- 
fon  in  thefe  iftands,  and  from  which  a rational 
prefumption  is  drawn,  of  their  engendering  in  the 
very  blood,  a complicated  fpecies  of  poifon; 
another  circumftance  he  mentions,  and  it  is  fuch, 
indeed  as  will  apply  to  all  women  under  the  torrid 
zone,  that  in  their  menftrual  ftate,  they  are  fo  in- 
tolerably hot,  and  fo  unufually  indecent,  that 
they  frequently  lay  in  open  highways,  intreating 
and  provoking  indifcriminate  connections  with 
men,  the  hetrogenity  of  whofe  femeh,  co-ope- 
rating  in  conjunction  with  the  two  caufes  juft 
mentioned,  compleated  the  venereal  poifon,  and 
gave  it  that  complexion,  it  were  at  its  firft  in- 
troduction into  Europe,  by  the  foldiers  of  Colum- 
bus* 
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It  would  far  exceed  the  limit  s of  my  prefen? 
plan,  to  enter  into  an  individual  refutation  of  all 
the  contemporary  opinions,  with  refpedt  to  the 
origin  and  antiquity  of  this  difeafe,  maintained  by 
Sydenham,  Bennett,  Arden,  &c.  &c.  &c< — 
together  with  many  others — as, 

Firfl:,  That  it  was  known  to  the  Greeks  and 
Romans. 

Secondly,  That  it  was  known  in  Europe,  be- 
fore the  year  1423  or  4,  as  above  mentioned,  and 
particularly  in  France. 

Thirdly,  That  it  is  but  another  name  for  the 
Jeprofy ; which  latter  diforder,  they  fay  difap- 
peared  at  its  introduction. 

To  thefe  three  principles,  and  general  afler- 
tions,  I fhall  particularly  and  briefly  reply. 

To  the  firfl.  That  it  was  known  to  the  Greeks 

I fay 
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1 fay  hot ; — and  for  the  reafon  already  af- 
figned,  viz.  that  all  their  medical  books  are 
lilent  on  the  nature  and  malignity  of  the  vene- 
real poifon,  (at  lead:  all  that  ever  came  under  my 
perufal)  though  it  is  alleged,  as  a proof  on  the 
other  hand,  that  it  was  becatife  the  very  appella- 
tives of  the  parts  of  the  difeafe  are  Greek  words ; 
fuch  as  phymofis,  paraphymofls,  &c.  Granted. 
But  this  proves  no  more,  than  that  there  was  a 
diforder  fomething  fimilar  to  it  among  the  an- 
cient Greeks  and  Romans,  who  were,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, licentious  and  lafcivious  in  the  extreme ; 
and  that  from  the  excefs  of  venery  (though 
even  among  found  perfons  of  both  fexes)  it 
produced  thofe  inflammations,  excreflences,  &c. 
which,  while  they  continued  their  unbridled  li- 
centioufnefs,  made  remedies  and  relief  necef- 
fary,  but  as  foon  as  the  repetition  of  contact 
ceafed,  its  confequences  ceafed  alfo ; but  let  thofe 
w ho  maintain  that  this  was  the  Lues  Venera,  the 
fame  we  now  have,  hear  an  undeniable  proof 
that  it  was  not  that  which  is  juft  obfcrved 
that  as  foon  as  the  Roman  votaries  to  Venus 
E left 
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left  off  their  facrifices,  their  refpe&ive  difor- 
ders  left  them.  Is  this  the  cafe  with  the  Ve- 
nereal poifon  at  this  day  - Sad  experience  fay& 
—no  !-— For  the  peculiar  malignity  of  this  dif- 
order  is  fuch,  that  notwithftanding  they  difcon- 
tinue  their  intercourfe  with  infected  or  found 
females,  the  complaint  (till  rages  with  increafing 
fury,  and  nature  has  no  power  inherent,  as  in 
other  diforders,  to  flop  or  free  herfelf  from  the 
progrefs  of  this  calamitous  difeafe. 

ad.  That  the  Lues  Venera  was  known  in  Eu- 
rope before  the  year  1494,  and  particularly  in 
France.  If  this  affertion  is  true,  it  is  fomewhat 
very  extraordinary,  that  Francis  the  Firft  of 
France,  fhould  not  find  a remedy  for  it  in  his 
whole  kingdom,  where  it  was  fo  boldly  afferted  to 
have  reigned  for  centuries  before.  Francis  caught 
it  by  an  affair  of  gallantry  with  a tradefman’s  wife, 
to  which  he  ultimately  fell  a vi&im.  Hence  it  is 
clear,  that  though  the  diforder  was  known,  its 
cure  was  not.  It  will  allb  appear  not  only 
ftrange,  but  abfurd,  that  had  the  venereal  dif- 
order 
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order  been  known  in  France,  for  fuch  an  alleged 
length  of  time,  before,  the  year  1493  or  4,  at 
which  period,  I have  already,  I hope,  fuffieiently 
proved  its  introduction  into  Europe  by  Colombus’s 
adventures,  that  the  Government  and  police  of 
Paris,  would  not  take  the  fame  pains  which  they 
afterwards  did,  in  October,  1497,  to  prevent  its 
ravages,  at  which  time  a decree  was  publifhed, 
commanding  every  perfon  in  that  metropolis, 
fufpe£led  of  the  venereal  infection,  or  who  wrere 
found  to  be  actually  infe&ed  with  it,  to  depart 
the  city  in  24  hours  under  pain  of  death,  to  pre- 
vent the  deffemination  of  this  (then)  new  diforden 
The  provincials,  fufpe&ed  of  having  it,  were 
ordered  home  to  their  refpedtive  countries  from 
whence  they  came,  and  to  return  no  more,  till 
proofs  of  health  fhould  be  produced,  under  pain 
of  death  ; and  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  who  were 
infected,  to  be  carried  to  the  fuburbs  of  Saint 
Germains,  a place  prepared  for  their  accommo- 
dation, there  to  be  kept  till  they  produced  certi- 
ficates of  their  complete  reiteration  to  health, 
E 2 under 
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under  the  incommutable  penalty  of  death,  for  re-* 
turning  without  fuch  certificate  ! 

If  then,  the  Lues  Venera  was,  as  it  has  been 
erronioufiy  afierted  to  be,  fo  well  known  in  Paris 
before  the  period  alluded  to,  why  fo  alarmed  at 
its  danger  from  contagion,  when  it  could  not  be 
dilTeminated  but  by  coition,  or  by  conradt ; and  on 
the  other  hand,  if  it  was  fo  well  known  for  centu- 
ries before,  why  not  know  the  remedies  to  re- 
move it,  from  all  which  combining  and  corrobo- 
rating circumftances  and  proofs,  it  w ill  appear 
evident  to  any  unprejudiced  obferver,  that  it  was 
a diforder  lately  introduced,  for  which  there  was 
at  that  time,  no  known,  or  at  lead  no  certain  re- 
medy, and  that,  in  conlequence  of  its  novelty,  its 
ravages  became  more  dreaded  ; and  its  virulence 
getting  ftrength  in  proportion  to  its  continuance 
without  a cure,  cauled  the  above  violent  coercive 
decree  to  be  paiTed,  which  never  would  have  been 
done,  if  the  opinion  cf  its  being  a diforder  of 
fome  centuries  continuance  there,  was  founded  in 
truth. 
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Now  I come  to  the  refutation  of  the  3d  and 
laid  of  thofe  general  affertions,  viz. 

That  it  was  but  another  name  for  the  the 
Leprofy,  which  dilappeared  at  its  introduction. — 
In  anfvver  to  which,  I beg  leave  to  infild,  that  no 
two  diforders  incident  to  the  liuman  fyflem,  could 
be  more  diftin£l  or  feparate.  In  leperous  perfons, 
the  genitals  are  not  more  affedled  than  any  other 
part.  The  venereal  difeafe  never  produces  that 
infenfibility,  that  was  the  concomitant  companion 
of  leprofy,  and  gave  rife  to  the  proverfcs,  cc  As 
ftupid  as  a leper  A The  elephantiofis  or  leprofy7, 
moil  phyficians  that  have  written  on  it,  affirm, 
that  patients  were  feldom  or  never  cured  of  it, 
whereas  the  very  world  ftage  of  the  venereal  dif- 
order,  in  ffcilful  hands,  will  generally  admit  of  a 
cure. 

When  the  Lues  fir  11  made  its  appearance  in 
Paris,  fo  cautious  were  the  commiffioners  of 
health,  to  prevent  any  intercourfe  between  the 
two  defcriptions  of  afflicted,  that  is,  the  lepers 
E 3 and 
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and  the  poxed,  that  they  took  houfes  on  purpofe 
for  the  leprous,  to  prevent  their  catching  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  thereby  add  one  calamity  to 
another,  under  the  idea,  that  the  idfue  of  fuch 
connexion,  would  entail  additional  hereditary  de- 
finition on  mankind. 

.And  with  refpet  to  that  part  of  the  genera! 
charge  now  under  confideration,  which  fays,  that 
the  leprofy  immediately  difappeared  on  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Lues  Venera,  the  contrary  of  fuch 
alfertion  is  proved  by  the  concurrant  teftimony  of 
moll  of  the  refpedtable  phyficians  of  Europe,  who 
unanimoufly  agree,  that  the  leprofy  was  not  extin- 
guidied  in  Europe,  until  about  one  hundred  years 
after  the  period  of  introducing  the  venereal  poifon 
from  the  Antilles,  as  before  mentioned.  Thus  did 
the  leprofy  die,  (if  I may  ufe  the  expreflion),  a 
natural  death,  as  we  have  feveral  inftances  of 
other  dreadful  diforders  dying,  a^nd  are  no  more 
heard  of,  viz. 
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St.  Anthony’s  fire  in  France,  which  raged  with 
fuch  deftrudive  violence  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
centuries,  — the  fweating  ficknefs  in  England, 
— and  the  fneezing  ficknefs  in  Ireland. 

Thus  have  I,  I hope,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  my 
readers,  clearly  refuted  the  three  once  popular 
opinions,  particularized  as  above,  and  fettled  the 
origin  of  the  diforder  from  the  Antilles ; refuted 
the  opinion  of  its  being  known  to  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans  ; and  finally,  the  abfurdity  of 
its  being  another  name  for  leprofy.  Having  now 
given  a hiftory  of  the  diforder,  I fhall  make  a few 
obfervations  on  the  venereal  infedion. 

Concerning  the  nature  of  the  Venereal  Poifon, 
we  know  no  more  than  we  do  about  that  of  the 
fmall-pox,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  contagious  dis- 
orders : we  know  only,  that  the  fmalleft  particle 
of  this  poifon  is  fufficient  to  bring  on  the  moft 
violent  diforders  over  the  whole  fyftem,  and  like 
other  contagions,  it  requires,  fometime  after  being 
introduced  into  the  fyftem,  before  it  produces  that 
E 4 effed. 
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effect.  I am  of  opinion,  that  the  venereal  virus, 
has  notits  different  degrees  of  acrimony,  but  that 
it  is  the  fame  in  every  patient,  it  differing  only 
with  regard  to  particular  parts  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied, and  to  the  different  habits  and  conftitutions 
of  the  perfons  who  receive  it.  I am  led  to  a con- 
firmation of  this  opinion,  from  obferving,  in  the 
courfe  of  my  extenfive  practice,  a number  of  pa- 
tients who  have  contracted  a confirmed  lue§ 
venera,  from  perfons  wrho  were  only  inferred  with 
an  apparent  flight  elap  and  vice  verja . I have 
obferved  patients  with  claps,  communicate  to 
perfons  who  have  had  connexions  with  them,  a 
Confirmed  pox. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  medical  writers, 
that  mercury  deftroys  the  venereal  virus  by  its 
fedatives  others  by  its  evacuant;  and  fome  by  its 
aftringent  properties  3 but  I am  convinced,  it  does 
not  aX  on  this  complaint  by  its  poffeffmg  any  of 
thefe  qualities,  if  it  did,  opium,  as  being  a more 
powerful  fedative  then  mercury,  would  be  a better 
remedy.  Gambage  Elaterium  are  greater  evacu- 
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ents ; vitriol,  balufbines  and  bark,  are  confider- 
ably  fuperior  as  aftringents  ; yet  none  of  thefe 
medicines  have  the  power  of  curing  the  venereal 
difeafe.  I am,  therefore,  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  mercury  poffeffes  a certain  and  fpecific  power 
of  counteracting  the  venereal  virus,  by  mixing 
with  the  poifon,  and  changing  it  into  that  which 
is  no  more  hurtful  to  the  fyftem,  but  pofTefles 
fome  new  properties,  which  neither  of  them  had 
before  they  were  fo  united. 

We  know  the  fmall-pox  is  about  three  weeks 

• t . i t x t < . • ■ ,i 

before  it  makes  its  appearance,  after  the  infection 
is  received  from  the  atmofphere,  and  eight  or  ten 
days  by  innoculation ; but  the  venereal  virus 
feems  to  keep  no  particulur  period,  fometimes 
attacking  the  patient  a few  hours  after  an  impure 
connection,  and  at  other  times  remaining  feveral 
days  before  it  makes  its  appearance. 

The  generality  of  men  feel  the  firfb  fymptoms 
of  a clap  between  the  fecond  and  fifth  day,  but 
there  are  inftances  which  have  come  under  my 
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own  obfervation,  where  it  did  not  appear  till  af- 
ter as  many  weeks : thus  the  greateft  part  of 
mankind  are  eafily  infedted  with  the  venereal  poi- 

fonj  but  there  are  fome  who  feem  altogether  to 

( 

bid  defiance  to  its  effects,  for,  notwithstanding 
that  they  run  every  rilk,  they  efcape  without  ever 
being  the  leaft  infedted.  So  it  is  with  fome,  who, 
though  they  go  into  infedted  places,  never  catch 
the  fmall-pox,  although  they  expofe  themfelves 
to  innoculation,  or  every  hazard  by  which  the 
difeafe  is  generally  communicated.  Some  per- 
fons  are  more  liable  to  be  infedted  than  others, 
feemingly  of  the  fame  habit  of  body — nay,  the  very 
fame  perfon  is  more  liable  to  Be  infedted  at  one 
time  than  at  another  s and  thofe  who  have  been 
once  infedted,  are  more  liable  to  catch  the  infec- 
tion a fecond  time,  than  thofe  who  never  were 
infedted  with  the  difeafe.  The  fame  difference 
is  obfervable  in  the  progrefs  made  by  the  difeafe 
after  the  patient  is  infedted ; in  one  patient  the 
progrefs  is  flow,  and  the  difeafe  appears  fcarce 
to  gain  any  ground  while  in  another  it  advances 

with 
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with  the  utmoft  rapidity,  and  fpeedily  produces 
the  moll  terrible  fymptcms, 

?-  . * *\  c ^ ; f r - p . ’ - i. 

The  climate,  feafon,  age,  Hate  of  health,  are, 
perhaps,  as  in  other  difeafes,  the  necefiary  pre- 
difpofing  caufes  in  thefe  cafes.  I have  likewife 
feen  inflances  where  the  virus  has  laid  four,  five, 
or  fix  weeks,  on  the  furface  of  the  genitals,  be- 
fore it  was  obferved,  and  had  it  not  then  pro- 
duced a chancre,  it  might  probably  not  have  been 
abforbed.  I have  very  frequently  obferved,  that 
common  women  have  communicated  the  aifeafe 
to  a variety  of  men  in  the  fpace  of  a few  days, 
while  themfelves  appeared  not  to  be  in  the  leafc 
infedted,  owing  to  the  venereal  virus  remaining 
in  the  vagina,  without  being  carried  into  the  iyf- 
tem  by  abforption.  With  refped:  to  the  time  the 
poifon  may  remain  in  the  blood  before  it  produces 
venereal  fymptoms  after  being  abforbed,  is  a mat  - 
ter not  eafiiy  to  be  afcertained;  but  it  is  univer- 
fally  known  to  the  profefiion,  that  it  has  remained 
in  the  fyftem  for  months,  and  even  years,  before 
it  has  produced  evident  figns  of  its  being  vene- 
real. 
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real,  I fhall  elucidate  this  obfervation  by  relating 
a recent,  but  melancholy  and  fatal  cafe  of  a young 
man,  who  was  under  the  care  of  a medical  friend 
of  mine. 

This  patient  was  affiided  with  a fmall  chancre 
on  the  glands  penis,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  had 
recourfe  to  a certain  patent  pill ; after  continu- 
ing the  ufe  of  them  for  two  or  three  months, 
without  finding  himfelf  compleatly  well,  he  applied 
(as  he  informed  my  friend)  to  almoft  all  the  dif- 
ferent noftrums  now  advertifed  for  the  cure  of 
this  complaint.  In  the  courfe  of  ten  months  the 
chancre  healed,  and  he  conceiving  himfelf  well, 
married.  About  eighteen  months  after,  he  felt 
a confiderable  degree  of  forenefs  in  his  throat, 
indeed  he  had  often  flight  uneafinefies,  which  he 
attributed  to  cold,  but  it  now  became  fo  alarm- 
ing, as  to  induce  him  to  apply  for  afliftance  to  a 
neighbouring  apothecary,  informing  him  it  pro- 
ceeded from  a cold ; all  the  ufual  medicines  in 
that  cafe  were  applied,  but  applied  without  the 
leaft  e fifed,  and  the  patient  became  fo  much  re- 
duced 
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duced  by  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  diforder,  as  £0 
require  the  further  affiftance  of  Dr.  Meyer,  Phy- 
fician  to  Finfbury  Difpenfary,  who,  as  foon  as  he 
infpedted  the  throat  of  his  patient*  pronounced  It 
venereal.  His  fituatipn  was  now  become  truly 
deplorable — the  bones  of  the  throat,  nofe,  cheeks,, 
and  forehead,  were  difeafed  * the  caries  bones  of 
the  cheeks  puffiing  the  eyes  nearly  out  of  their 
Sockets,  the  eyes  continued  confiderably  fwollen 
with  violent  pain  for  about  three  weeks,  the  fight 
diminiffiing  all  that  time,  till  at  laft  it  was  totally 
loft.  In  this  lamentable  and  diftrefted  fituation, 
he  was  removed  to  the  London  Hofpital,  where 
he  lived  about  a fortnight,  the  difeafe  ftill  conti- 
nuing its  cruel  ravages,  till  at  laft  he  became  a 
moft  horrid  fpedtacle^  and  his  groans  and  fuffer- 
ings  were  fo  great,  as  to  induce  the  wdiole  ward 
to  join  with  him  in  prayers  for  his  fpeedy  difFo- 
lution ! 

This  fatal  cafe  I hope  will  be  a caution  to  the 
credulous,  not  to  truft  to  the  efficacy  of  nos- 
trums for  their  cure  : there  is  fcarce  any  difeafe 
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in  which  more  peop’e  pretend  to  fkill  than  this, 
and  among  the  whole  hords  of  empyrics  that 
infeft,  by  their  predatory  ravages,  this  metropo- 
lis, there  is  hardly  one  who  does  not  pretend  to 
be  in  poffeffion  of  fome  particular  medicine,  fuch 
as  pills,  drops,  fyrups,  and  other  inefficacious 
and  contemptible  noftrums,  which,  according  to 
their  vender’s  accounts,  have  performed  greater 
wonders,,  than  if  affifted  by  more  than  fuperna- 
tural  aid.  Thus,  with  consummate  impudence, 
they  impofe  on  fuch  patients  as  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  fall  into  their  hands,  and  who,  fooner  or 
later,  generally  fuffer  for  their  credulity  $ as  was 
the  inftance  with  the  unfortunate  patient  whofe 
cafe  I have  juft  related. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  cure  of  this 
diforder,  in  all  its  different  ftages,  requires  not 
only  a great  variety  of  medicines,  but  a confider- 
able  degree  of  judgment  in  the  choice  and  dofe 
of  thefe  medicines,  and  likewife  fuch  an  exa<ft 
knowledge  of  the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  as 
is  not  obtained  but  by  attentive  experience  and 

judicious 


( ) 


judicious  obfervation.  Hence  more  than  com- 
mon abilities  are  often  neceffary,  perfectly  and 
radically  to  cure  confirmed  lues,  or  venereal 
complaints  which  have  been  improperly  treated. 

The  great  number  of  unfortunate  victims  to 
ignorance  and  rapacity  which  we  daily  fee,  are 
but  fo  many  confirmations  of  the  truth  of  this 
affertion.  Formerly,  venereal  complaints  were 
more  violent,  and  more  frequently  fatal,  than  at 
prefent ; this  Fas  been  accounted  for  by  the  fu- 
perior  malignity  of  the  nature  of  the  poifon  at 
that  time — as  experience  has  fhewn  that  it  after- 
‘ wards  grew  more  mild ; — this  I do  not  admit  to 
be  generally  the  cafe,  as  I have  had  patients  un- 
der my  care,  whofe  cafes  have  been,  in  all  their 
different  fymptoms,  as  violent  and  inveterate  as 
any  defcribed  by  authors  of  the  feventeenth  cen- 
tury ; but  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  thofe 
dreadful  complaints  are  by  no  means  fo  frequently 
fatal  as  in  former  times.  It  is  by  fome  fuppofed  to 
become  milder  by  its  diffufion  through  mankind ; 
but  I am  of  opinion,  that  it  is  in  confequence  of 
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the  prelent  fuperior  method  of  cure,  now  ad6pt~ 
ed, — a method  arifing  from  long  experience,  and 
juftified  by  long  fuccefsful  practice. 

It  was  the  cuilom  in  former  times,  to  fuffer  the 
Unfortunate  perfons,  afflicted  with  the  lues  vehera, 
to  die,  w ithout  attempting  to  render  them  die 
leaft  affiftance,  conceiving  this  diieafe  to  be  con- 
tagious arid  incurable  -s  but  fometime  after,  a re- 
medy being  aifcovered,  and  thofe  abfurd  pre- 
judices expelled,  patients  applied  for  relief  and 
obtained  it  from  more  humane  and  better  inftrudt- 
ed  phyficiaris  and  furgeons,  and  it  is  to  be  at- 
tributed principally  to  this,  that  the  complaint  is 
lefs  frequent  now  than  formerly.  And  alfo,  that 
the  different  fymptoms  are  lefs  violent  in  London, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Europe. 

The  benevolent  mind  mult  Contemplate  with 
infinite  pleafure,  the  number  of  noble  and  excel- 
lent charitable  Inftitutions  that  abound  in  this 
metropolis,  where  the  afflidted  poor  in  all  com- 
plaints, cafily  find  the  befc  medical  affiftance  ad- 
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ininiftered  to  them  in  every  degree  of  tendernefs 
and  attention,  even  the  female  fex,  who  would 
perhaps,  be  deterred  by  fhame  from  applying  to 
fuch  places,  eafily  find  fome  benevolent  and  in* 

telligent  pra&itioner,  who  will  undertake  to  cure 

\ . -'•  • • . •*  „ ' , , / 

them  without  any  remuneration  whatever. 
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No  branch  of  me(& dines  has,  perhaps,  received 
fo  many  valuable  improvements  from  modem 
practice,  as  the  treatment  of  the  different  venereal 
complaints.  Thefe  improvements,  I venture  to 
fay,  were  principally  made,  becaufe  medical  men 
themfelves  were  as  much  fubjeft  to  thefe  com- 
plaints as  any  other  perfon,  and  I believe,  that 
amongft  the  various  difeafes  to  which  mankind  are 
fubjeft,  there  is  none  of  which  the  cure  is  now  more 
eafy  and  certain  than  that  ofthe  venereal  difeafe,  if 
properly  and  judicioufly  treated ; but  on  the  other 
hand,  if  neglected  or  improperly  treated,  we  fee 
it  often,  not  only  extremely  obftinate,  but  fome- 

/ x 

times  incurable  and  fatal,  and  it  is  an  indifputable 
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truth,  that  rhany  per  foils  have  their  conftitutions 
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broken,  and  fuffer  more  by  unfkilful  treatment, 
than  by  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

It  has  been  obferved;  that  the  violence  of  a 

\ 

venereal  complaint  has  abated  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion that  medical  knowledge  has  been  diffem- 
inated  among  the  different  nation^.  I am,  there- 
fore, convinced,  that  fhould  the  method  which  I 
fhall  hereafter  recommend,  be  put  in  execution, 
with  proper  regulations  and  precautions,  by  man- 
kind, in  whatever  climate,  under  the  falutary' 
guidance  of  medical  inftru61ions,  all  the  fymptoms 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  would  not  only  be  ren- 
dered uncommon,  but  the  difeafe  itfelf  might  in 
time  be  regreffively  and  totally  annihilated. 

I fhall  now  ftate  the  various  ways  in  which  tk 
healthy  perfon  may  contraft  this  difeafe  from  an- 
other who  is  unhealthy  ; I think  they  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  five  following  heads  : — 

Firft,_  By  the  coition  of  an  healthy  perfon  with 
another  who  is  infe&ed  with  the  venereal  fymp- 
toms  of  the  genitals. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  By  the  coition  of  an  healthy' perfon, 
with  one  who  is  apparently  healthy,  this  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  virus  being  concealed  without 
producing  any  bad  fymptoms.  It  is  frequently 
the  cafe,  that  a woman  who  has  been  infe&ed  two 
or  three  days,  often  gives  the  Complaint  to  men, 
who  have  had  connexion  with  her,  without  any 
Vifible  appearance  of  the  difeafe  upon  herfelf. 

- A man  may  infe£t  a woman  in  the  fame  manner. 
Such  inftances  ajmofl  every  day  occur  to  me  in 
my  practice.  . f 

Thirdly,  By  fucking — the  wet-nurfe  in  this 
cafe  muft  have  her  nipples  infedted  with  the  ve- 
nereal virus,  which  will  occafion  venereal  ulcers 

i 

on  the  child’s  nofe,  mouth,  lips  ; and,  vice  verfa> 
the  child  having  venereal  ulcers  in  the  mouth, 
may  infedt  the  nipples  of  the  nurfe. 

Fourthly,  By  expofing  to  the  contadt  of  the 
veneral  poifon,  any  part  of  the  furface  of  the 
body,  by  killing,  touching,  &c.  efpecially  if 
the  ^parts  have  been  previoufly  excoriated, 
F 2 wound- 
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wounded,  or  ulcerated,  by  any  caufe  whatever. 
Thus,  we  frequently  fee  Midwives  and  Surgeons 
infecled  with  this  difeafe,  by  delivering  women 
who  have  had  this  complaint  upon  them.  I 
have  likewife  feen  inllances  where  perfons  have 
given  themfelves  the  complaint,  by  rubbing  the 
finger  on  the  noflrils,  lips,  eyelids,  writh  which 
they  had  bc'en  touching  their  own  difeafed  geni- 
tals, or  any  others,  without  previoufly  walking 
the  hands. 

fit  ni  jiio  f(  ",  ! hr?; 
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Fifthly,  By  a lancet  or  knife  infe&ed  With  the 
venereal  virus,  and  afterwards  ufed  for  opening 
or  wounding  any  part  of  the  body. 

As  there  is  at  prefent  fome  dangerous  and  un- 
happy prejudices  generally  prevailing  about  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  its  cure,  I lhall  make  fome 
obfervations  on  them; — 

' ' V[  I - ’ * r , f 

Some  patients  entertain  an  opinion,  that 
Ihould  the  venereal  poifon  be  thoroughly  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem,  they  never  can  have  it 


com- 


compleatly  eradicated,  and  therefore  look  upon 
themfelves  as  incurable : this  is  not  only  an  un- 
founded,  but  an  abfurd  opinion,  and  renders 
thofe  who  entertain  it  extremely  unhappy}  the 
female  fex  efpecially  are  more  inclined  than  ours 
to  encourage  this  ridiculous  opinion}  and  I have 
frequently  obferved  fuch  patients  lead  a molt  mi- 
ferable  life,  notwithftanding  all  that  could  be  faid 
by  the  perfon  who  attended  them  to  the  contrary. 
— Thefe  patients  ftrongly  excite  our  companion, 
and  claim  our  molt  careful  attention, — for  I 
hardly  know  of  any  thing  more  diltreffing  to 
the  mind,  than  to  be  perpetually  haunted  with 
fuch  frightful  chimeras — a flight  pain  in  the 
head,  a trifling  attack  of  the  rheumatifm,  or  a 
little  pimple  on  the  fkin,  is  immediately  con- 
cluded bn  as  a convincing  proof  of  the  difeafe 
ftill  lurking  in  the  habit,  and  about  to  produce 
the  moft  fatal  effects.  Thefe  foolifh  prejudices 
fhould  be  corre&ed,  by  fetting  the  examples  of 
others  before  them,  who  have  been  as  much,  and 
perhaps  a great  deal  more,'  affliftecl  than  them- 
felves } and  after  a great  number  of  years,  enjoy 
_ F 3 a good 


a good  ftate  of  health,  and  frequently  bleffed 
with  healthy  and  fine  children. 


Another  opinion  equally  abfurd  is,  that  if 
mercury  is  once  taken  for  the  cure  of  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  it  will  not  fo  effe£hially  curelt  a 
' fecond  time.  Prejudices  of  this  kind  arc  more 
frequently,  (as  I have  juft  mentioned)  confined  to 
women,  and  even  men  are  fometimes  influenced 
by  this  childifti  opinion. 


I fhall  mention  another  prejudice,  which  is 
equally  wicked,  as  it  is  abfurd,  and  can  only 
exift  in  men  of  the  moft  abandoned  and  brutal 
difpofitions.  Thefe  inhuman  wretches  fuppofe 
the  beft  way  to  get  rid  of  a gonorrhea,  is  to 
have  connections  with  healthy  women;  thus 
we  fee  this  complafn^ communicated  to  a dozen 
different  women  in  a few  days,  and  a variety  of 
unfortunate  victims  left  a prey  to  the  ravages  of 
this  calamitous  complaint.  This  arifes  from  a 
mean  and  contemptible  fpirit  of  revenge  upon 
thofe  who  had  never  injured  thfcm,  and  from  a 


vain 
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vain  hope  of  abating  the  virulence  of  their  own 
condition,  having  by  their  own  licentioufnefs  and 
drunkennefs,  become  dupes  to  others,  exercife 
the  malignity  of  retribution  on  other  women,  who 
thus  become  the  incautious  viftims  of  infidious 
importunity  and  unmanly  luft. 


OF 
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The  Gonorrhea  takes  fome  time  before 
it  makes  its  appearance  after  infection,  being 
fometimes  quicker,  fometimes  flower,  feldom  fo  ^ 
early  as  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  very  rare- 
ly fo  late  as  after  twelve  days ; but  in  general, 
it  makes  its  appearance  about  the  fourth  or  fifth 
day. 

The  gonorrhea,  or  clap,  is  a virulent  difcharge 
of  matter  from  the  mucus  glands  of  the  urethra 
produced  by  the  venereal  poifon  being  depofited 
in  thofe  parts,  attended  with  more  or  lefs  diffi- 
culty 
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culty  in  evacuaiing  the  urine,  which,  while  paf- 
fing,  occafions  a fcalding  pricking,  burning  fen- 
fation  the  whole  length  of  that  canal,  fo  as  to 
prevent  the  patient  letting  the  urine  flow  in  a 
continual  ftream,  but  obliges  him  to  let  it  come 
away  in  little  fquirtings,  which  adds  confiderably 
to  the  pain.  This  dyfuria  feldom  cr  never  pro- 
duces a fever,  it  being  in  general  but  a local  in- 
flammation, and  like  others  of  the  fame  kind, 
feldom  affe&s  the  whole  fyftem.  This  difcharge 
is  never  femen,  as  fome  patients  fuppofe,  as  all 
matter  difcharged  from  the  urethra  in  men, 
and  vagina  in  women,  is  nothing*  more  than 
the  mucus  of  thofe  parts  fecreted  in  larger 
quantities  than  when  in  a healthy  flate,  and 
changed  its  colour  and  conflflency  by  the  vene- 
real irritation.  This  difcharge  feldom  arifes 
from  an  ulcer  or  ulcers  in  the  paffage,  for  out 
of  the  numerous  patients  I have  cured  of  a 
gonorrhea,  I do  not  recolleft  five  who  have  had 
any  ulcers  in  the  urethra,  though  both  fexes  are 
equally  liable  to  this  difeafe,  yet  the  fymptoms, 
diagnoftics  and  prognoftics  differ  greatly,  and  this 

difference 
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- difference  is  requifite  to  be  known,  in  order  to 
know  the  bed  method  of  cure. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  alfo,  that  different  habits 
and  condilutions  require  a mode  of  treatment  dia- 
metrically oppofite,  I,  therefore,  think  that,  in 
thefe  cafes,  more  attention  fhould  be  paid  to  the 
nature  of  the  conditution,  and  lefs  to  the  difeafe  it- 
felf.  The  nature  of  the  conditution  is  collected 
from  the  peculiar  effects,  for  the  operation  of  the 
poifon  is  fo  different  in  different  people,  as  to 

i 

require  a confequent  variety  of  treatment,  a cir* 
cumdance  little  attended  to  by  the  generality  of 
practitioners,  each  acting  as  though  he  had  a 
fpecifk:  for  ev^ry  different  • fymptom  apparent  in 
every  different  _ conditution ; forgetting,  that 
though  the  diforder  is  the  fame,  the  conditution 
conditutes  the  difference  in  its  various  external 
affumptions,  and  which  conditutional  difference, 
creates  of  courfe,  the  neceffity  of  different  modes 
of  cure. 

Various 
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Various  proofs  of  the  validity  of  this  do&rine 
will  arife,  upon  the  flighted;  confide  ration. — In 
innoculating  for  the  fmall-pox,  we  find  very  of- 
ten great  variability  in  the  difeafe — and  this  can- 
not, it  is  clear,  be  owing  to  the  matter  by  which 
the  difeafe  is  communicated,  having  any  variabi- 
lity of  abiion ; for  the  fame  matter,  taken  from 
the  very  fame  pock,  will  produce,  in  different 
habits,  a difeafe  of  a very  different  nature,  com- 
plexion, and  alpe6t. 

«>J  ox*  irioisfhb  ' 

With  refpedl  to  mildnefs  and  malignity,  it  is, 
therefore,  obvious,  the  variation  muff  arife  frbm 
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fome  deviation  in'  the  various  habits,  which  will 
require  different  modes  of  cure.  It  is  exactly  the 
fame  with  the  venereal  virus — :and  proves  the 
fallacy  and  folly  of  trufling  to  any  noftrum,  for 
the  cure  of  a complaint,  which  requires  as  great 
a variety  of  medicines,  as  any  other  to  which  the 
human  fyftcm  is  fubjedh 
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GONORRHOEA, 
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The  Method  of  Cure . 
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From  the  opinion  that  is  generally  entertained 

of  this  fpecies  of  the  diforder,  viz.  that  whatever 
fhapes  it  may  aflfume,  it  always  fprings  from  the 

s * 

fame  fource — It. might  be  inferred,  that  as  fpeci- 
fics  are  known  for  fome  flages  of  it,  consequently 
fuch  fpecifics  might  be  general  in  their  applica- 
tion to  all  j but  however  plaufible  this  opinion 
may  appear  in  theory,  it  is  not  confirmed  by 

Common  inflammations  are  cured  by  irritable 
applications — irritable  inflammations,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  cured  by  foothing  applications.  In 
cafes  where  i ratability  runs  high,  nothing  fhould 
be  done,  either  internally  or  externally,  which 
may  contribute  to  flop  the  difeharge,  as  that  may 
be  done  without  flopping  the  inflammation.  I 

would 
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would  recommend,  by  appropiate  remedies,  to 
cffed  a gradual  alteration  in  the  conftitution,  and 
thereby  check  or  extinguifh  the  difpofition  to 
adion  in  theNpa'rts — but  where  this  cannot  be 
done  with  efficacy,  it  is  better  to  let  the  adion 
exhauft,  and  ultimately  extinguifh  itfelf. 

When  the  difeafe  is  fo  far  fubdued  as  to  affume 
a mild  form,  its  total  eradication  may  be  effected, 
either  by  internal  remedies  or  external  applica- 
tion. If  an  external  cure  is  attempted,  violence 
ttiuft  be  cautioufly  avoided,  as  it  may  bring  fciack 
the  irritation. — At  this  ftage  of  the  difbrder,  I 
would  recommend  gentle  aftringents — but  if  the 
diforder  fhould  have  begun  mildly,  and  nothing 
indicative  of  the  common  or  irritable  inflamma- 
tion appears,  then  an  irritating  injedion  may  be 
ufed — this  will  give  a temporary  aggravation  to 
the  fymptoms,  but  when  difeontinued,  they  will 
either  abate,  or  totally  difappear.  I would  re- 
commend aftringents  alfo  in  .this  cafe — in  pro- 
portion as  the  fymptoms  of  the  gonorrhea  differ, 
or  make  it  neceffarv,  I would  alternately  recom- 
mend 
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mend  evacuants  and  aftringents — I would  alfo 
recommend  thofe  evacua'nts  which  are  of  the 
purgative,  or  diuretic  kind,  as  acting  on  the 
urinary  paftages  mechanica/lly,  by  wafhing  off 
the  venereal  matter.  I would  alfo  recommend' 
to  keep  the  body  open  almoft  in  all  cafes,  as 
contributing  eflentially  ta  the  facilitation  of  the 
cure,  I have  recommended  with  fuccefs,  calomel, 
which  I have  known  to  have  almoft  an  inftanta- 
neous  good  effedt.  I am  not  fingular  in  my  re- 
commendation of  purgatives,  feveral  gentlemen 
of  profeflional  celebrity  have  done,  and  ftill  do, 
the  fame, — and  I adopted  it  on  the  general  prin- 
ciple, that  humours  lay  the  foundations  of  all, 
or  moft,  difeafes,  incident  to  the  human  fyftem, 
and  that  purgatives  are  the  moft  infallible  means 
of  ejecting  fuch  humours. 

Inje&ions  to  fupprefs  venereal  inflammations 
in  the  uretha,  are  unqueftionably  ufeful — but'  as 
the  repetition  of  them  depends  on  the  fymptoms, 
a proper  degree  of  caution  muft  be  obferved  in 

this 
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tliis  particular  inftance,  left  their  intended  effi- 
cacy might  be  countera&ed  by  irritation. 

iX  • V ;•  T'  * ‘V  ' / s.  _ . 
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The  injections  which  I have  found  moft  effi- 
catious,  in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  are  feda- 
tive, emolient,  and’  aftringent — all  which,  as  I 
am  ianClioned  by  experience  in  approving,  fo 
am  I impelled,  from  juftice,  and  a principle  of 
philanthrophy,  to  recommend  them. 

& IS  '■  i U ' 1 U . J.Q/I  jfl  f:  i. . 

Sedative  injeClibns  may  be  compofed  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  grains  of  Saccarum  , Saturni,  in  feven 
or  eight  ounces  of  diftilled  water,  make  a good 
fedative  aftringent  inje&ion. — The  free  ufe  of 
diluting  liquors,  as  having  a fedative  efteeft,  xj 
would  recommend,  as  it  leflens  the  fufceptibility 
of  irritation,  Vegetable — mucilages  of  feme 
feeds  and  plants — and  the  emollient  gums,  as  by 
the  impregnation  of  thofe  mucilaginous  Tub- 
ftances,  with  the  patient’s  drink  it  ieffens  the 
pain,  and  enlarges  1 he  power  of  making  water. 

Emollient 


Emollient  injections  are  decidedly  the  beft 
■where  the  inflammation  is  aggravated  ; — a folu- 
tion  of  gum  arabic,  milk  and  water,  or  fweet 
oil,  is  alfo  very  efficacious.  Emollients  may 
alfo  be  ufed  externally^— I have  tried  them  with 
fuccefs  in  fomentations,  in  cafes  where  the  ori- 
fice of  the  uretha  was  fo  irritated,  that  the  fy- 
ringe  could  not  enter. 

)./ , . , f ’V  l 

Aftringent  inje6tions — Their  influence  extends 

no  farther  than  by  diminilhing  the  difeharge,  and 
by  gradually  leflening  it,  and  without  encreaf- 
ing  the  inflammation,  they  complete  the  cure. — • 
Dragon’s-blood,  balfams,  and  the  turpentines 
dilTolved  in  water — the  juices  of  vegetables,  as 
oak-bark,  tormentil-root,  and  Peruvian-bark, 
are  under  the  head  of  Aftringents. 

< , • <’  • 

The  beft  external  applications  I have  known 
to  have  a proper  efifeft,  are  poultices  and  fomen- 
tations ; but  they  are  moft  ufeful  in  circuit 
fiances  where  the  external  parts,  fuch  as  the 
prepuce  glands,  and  orifice  of  the  uretha,  are 
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in  a certain  degree  inflamed.  I have  known 
mercurial  ointment,  with  an  emollient  poultice- 
over  it,  to  be  ufed  to  the  furfaces,  w here  the  pro- 
grefs'  of  inflammation  appeared ; but  this,  unlefs 
in  fome  very  peculiar  cafes,  I cannot  recommend, 
it  being  as  liable  to  increafe  as  diminifh  the  evil 
intended  to  be  removed. 

♦ 


Of  the  Cure  of  the  Gonorrhea  in  Women. 

In  women,  the  cure  of  the  Gonorrhea  differs 
little  from  the  manner  of  cure  in  men.  The  dif- 
eafe  being  milder,  the  fecondary  fymptoms  are 

confequently  lefs  numerous.  This  arifes  from  the 

% * 

parts  not  being  fo  liable  to  inflammation,  hence 
the  cure  is  lefs  complex. 

* ^ H : ; \ ' m\  X 
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When  the  difeafe  is  in  the  vagina  only,  ft  is 
eafily  cured.  Injections  are  the  beft  means  that 
can  be  ufed,  ft  will  be  neceffary  as  well  as  efffca- 
G i cious. 
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clous y to  wafh  the  external  parts  often  with  the 
inje&ion.  If  the  inflammation  extends  itfclf  to 
the  urethra,  injections  then  become  inconvenient, 
if  not  very  difficult,  the  canal  being  fo  narrow 
and  interrupted. — The  injections  for  men  are  of 
equal  utility  here,  but  they  will  admit  of  being 
made  doubly  ftrong,  as  the  parts  of  women  are 
not  near  fo  irritable,  as  the  ordinary  feat  of  this 
difeafe  in  men.  It/  is  more  difficult  to  afeertain 
the  precife  period  of  cure  in  women  than  in  men, 
for  this  reafon,  when  the  fymptoms  have  ceafed, 
the  patient  may  conclude  the  cure  to  be  com- 
plete 5 but  a new  examination  of  the  parts  often 
proves  the  contrary,  efpecially  where  the  difeafe 
has  only  affe&ed  the  vagina,  but  not  the  urethra. 
Where  inflammation  runs  along  the  duCts  of  die 
glands,  whether  thofe  of  the  mouth  of  the 
vagina  or  urethra,  or  afreCls  the  glands  them- 
felves,  the  fame  method  is  to  be  followed.  If  the 
inflammation  on  the  mouth  of  the  duCts  is  fo 
great  as  to  lhut  them  up,  the  duCts  and  glands 
will  neceflarily  fuppuratc,  and  frequently  form 
abceffes.  In  fuch  cafe,  it  will  be  ncceflary  to  open 

them* 
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them,  or  enlarge  the  opening  already  formed> 
and  drefs  the  abcefs  as  a chancre  or  bubo.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  conftitution  is  to  be  treated  as  in 
chancres  and  buboes,  left  abforption  lhould 
take  place,  which  is  the  parent  of  the  lues  vene- 
rea, and  which  to  prevent,  I fhould  recommend 
\ 

a grain  of  mercurius  calcinatus  to  be  taken  every 
night,  which  may  fete  fufficient  ; the  continuance 
of  the  remedy  to  depend  on  the  duration  of  the 
difeafe.  -ov.  ,v.  ' 

b!>Y£90'  f) 7£il  EiTTOlamvl  3 Hi  V-i.  ,v  . ■ 

, To  prevent  painful  fenfations  in  the  parts,  I 
have  recommended  a certain  number  of  drops  of 
Tinftura  Thebaic  a to  be  taken  going  to  bed.  The 
Cicuta  I have  alfo  recommended,  it  is  ferviceable 
but  not  in  the  degree  the  Tinttura  Thebaica  is. 


How  the  Chordee  is  to  he  Treated 1 

Bleeding  I have  found  ufeful,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches  to  the  parts* — Relief  is  alfo  ob- 
G 2 tained 
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-tained  by  expofing  the  penis  to  the  fteam  of 
water,  in  which  water-creflfes  has  been  boiled. 

i - 
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Poultices  and  fomentations,  with  the  addition  of 
camphor  I have  found  of  great  fervice  — mercurial 
ointment  afterwards  applied  to  the  parts,  will 
promote  the  abforption  of  the  cxtravafated 
coagulable  lymph.  In  relieving  the  chordee^ 
which  arifes  from  fpafm,  I have  in  fuch  cafes  re- 
commended the  bark  with  effed. 

' trni.dnj  ol  Jnsusq  3;n  j:hid 


Of  the  AffeSlion  of  the  Bladder  from 

Gonorrhea. 

When  the  bladder  partakes  of  the  irritation  or 
inflammation,  I would  recommend  opiate  clyfters. 
A warm  bath,  bleeding  freely,  more  efpecially 
if  the  patient  is  of  a corpulent  grofs  habit  of 
body,  and  alfo  leeches  applied  to  the  perinaum. 


of 
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Of  the  fuelled  Tejlicle. 


No  particular  mode  of  cure  can  pofiibly  be 
prefcribed  for  this  particular  fpecies  of  venereal 
complaint.  In  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  where  - 
ever  I met  with  it,  I treated  it  invariably  as  in- 
flammation in  general,  viz.  by  ordering  bleed- 
ing, purging,  fomentation,  aud  poulticing,  and 
directing  the  patient  to  the  immediate  ufe  of  the 
trufs.  When  the  inflarfimation  was  fubdued,  but 
not  before,  I ordered  mercurials,  and  this  only 
when  the  induration  remained.  Cafes  of  the 
fwelled  tefticle  require  particular  care  and  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  pradtitioner. 

The  following  di  fire  fling  and  fatal  cafe,  fhews 
too  evidently  the  danger  of  patients  incautioufly 
employing  inexperienced  perfons,  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  nature  and  cure  of  this  com- 

' ftii  tijl  SliUn  * > 'r  ' . ■ * 1 a i * 
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A quaker  gentleman,  who  refided  in  Holywell-. 

ilreet,  contracted  a gonorrhea,  to  prevent  an  ex- 
pofure  of  his  fituation,  he  took  obfcure  apartments 
near  Eaft  Smithfield,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  / 
cure  of  a gentleman,  who  has  had  for  feveral 
years,  thefe  words  written  over  his  door,  £f  Juft 
arrived  from  France”  The  gentleman  had  been' 
under  his  care  about  three  weeks,  when  a fwelled 
tefticle  made  its  appearance,  his  fervant  was  fent 
to  inform  the  DoCtor  of  this  circumftance,  who 
prefcribed  for  his  patient,  mercurial  ointment, 
fent  a box  of  pills,  and  a bottle  of  diet  drink, 
with  directions  to  rub  the  ointment  on  the  iwel- 
ling  tw  ice  a day,  and  take  two  of  the  pills  every 
night  and  morning,  drinking  half  a pint  of  diet 
drink.  The  confequence  of  fo  improper  an  ap- 
plication as  mercurial  ointment  to  the  tefticlcs  in 
a high  ftate  of  inflammation,  muft  be  obvious  to 
every  medical  man  : the  inflammation  and  fvvel- 
iing  was  increafed  to  fuch  an  aftonifliing  degree, 

i * v * 

that  inlefs  than  ten  days  after  the  mercurial  ap-  ^ 
plication,  $hey  were  as  large  as  a child’s  head  of 

two  years  old  ; it  is  impofhble  for  a patient  to  be 

in 
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in  this  fituationwithout  being  attended  with  its  con- 
comitant companions  fever:  the  fervant  feeing  the 
dreadful  ftate  his  mailer  was  reduced  to,  called  in 
without  hisconfent  (for  the  gentleman  would  not 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  feen  by  any  medical  gentle- 
men) a neighbouring  furgebn,  but  notwithftand- 
ing  all  riecefiary  applications  were  made  ufe  of, 
the  inflammation  terminated,  as  moil  inflamma- 
tions do,  that  have  been  in  the  beginning  impro- 
perly treated,  in  a mortification,  which  in  a few 
days  put  a period  to  the  exiftence  of  this  unfortu- 
nate patient,  who  fell  a vi&im  to  an  union  of  thefe 
two  difaftrous  circumftances,  viz.  a falfe  lliame  in 
himfelf,  and  a want  of  (kill  in  the  perfon  to  whom 
he  cntruftcd  hbcure. 

Vomits  I have  found  extremely  efficacious, 
particularly  as  having  an  almofl  inftantaneous  ef- 
fe£t  in  reducing  the  fwelling. 

l'  X 

Where*  the  epidermis  grows  or  continues 
hard,  refoiventsl  have  found  of  great  ufe,  efpc- 
ciaily  mercurial  friction  joined  with  camphor;  I 
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"have  alfo  recommended  (with  gradual  fuccefs) 
fumigations,  with  aromatic  herbs,  to  accomplish 
a Simulation  of  the  abforbents. 

The  criterions  to  judge  of  the  extinftion  or 
termination  of  the  gonorrhea,  I have  obferved 
to  be  thefe,  the  running  diminishes,  grows 
whiter,  and  regreflively  difcovers  a more  flimy 
and  ropy  confidence,  until  it  ultimately  refinOs 
itfelf  into  that  fluid  which  frequently  lubricates 
the  pafiage  preparatory  to  coition.  Where  I 
found  thefe  marks,  I concluded  them  to  be  an 
unequivocal  proof  of  the  extermination  of  the 
- difeafe ; and  time  always  has  juftified  me  in 
drawing  the  inference,  as  I never  knew  any 
fymptoms  of  the  return  of  the  diforder  after 
feeing  thefe  certain  proofs  of  its  total  eradica- 
tion. 


With 
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With  reffiety  to  the  Treatment  of  a Gleet. 

I fhall  be  brief  on  this  head,  fince,  though 
fometimes  gleets  are  the  confequence  of  the 
1 gonorrhea,  they  are  for  the  moll  part,  the  con- 
comitant companions  pf  a relaxed  or  debilitated 
habit  or  conftitution. 

In  cafes  where  this  complaint  proceeds  from 
the  latter  caufe,  I have  always  recommended 
the  balfams  of  turpentines  and  cantharides — • 
general  ftrengtheners  muft  be  ufed  alfo,  fuch  as 
the  cold  bath,  the  fea  bath,  the  bark  and  fteel- 
aftringent,  gums,  &c. 

When  gleets  proceed  from  the  common  caufe, 
or  fome  diforder  in  the  urethra,  a bougie  of  a 
fize  fomething  Iefs  than  common,  muft  be  applri 
ed,  which,  fhould  there  be  a ftri&ure  in  the 

i 

urethra,  it  will  impede  it — but  if  it  fhould  pafs 
without  impediment,  the  difeafe  may  reafonably 

be 
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be  concluded  to  be  in  the  proftrate  gland,  and 
which  to  afcertain,  I always,  in  fucli  cafes,  next 
examine — if  the  gleet,  from  its  fymptoms,  fhould 
appear  to  be  the  confequence  of  a gonorrhea, 
then  I recommend  aftringents  of  the  deco6tion 
of  bark,  white  vitriol*  allum,  and  preparations 
of  lead.  v 

o 

The  aqua  vitriolica  cerulea  diluted  with  a pro« 
portional  quantity  of  water,  I have  ufed  with 

fuccefs  as  an  inje&ion. 

...  n r:  wnwi  ' s/ii  ai-T.w  mv*1 
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Of  Chancre. 

i 4 

This  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  is  caught  like  the 
gonorrhea— by  a connection  between  the  fexes ; 
yet  any  part  of  the  body  is  liable  to  infection, 
efpecially  if  the  cuticle -is  very  thin. 
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It  is  often  contratted  in  men  on  the  frenum, 
glands,  penis,  and  prepuce — and  fome times  on 
the  fore  part  of  the  fcrotom.-  It  is  longer  in  mak- 
ing its  appearance  than  the  gonorrhea.  If  the 
frenum,  or  prepuce  are  affedted,  the  diforder 

i " 1 

appears  fooner  than  in  the  common  fkin  of  the 
penis  or  the  ferotum. 

Thefe  parts  being  formed  of  a cellular  mem- 
brane, of  courfe  afford  an  eafier  paffage  for  the 

i 

extravafated  juices.  I have  had  cafes  ilnder  my 

care,  where  the  chancre  has  appeared  in  thirty, 
V ' v # 

fometimes  in  twenty-four  hours, — and  in  others 
where  it  did  not  appear  for  two  months. 

When  it  begins  on  die  frenum,  or  near  it,  that 
part  is  frequently  entirely  deftroyed,  or  a hole 
ulcerated  through  it.  It  begins  with  itching,  and 
ends  in  pain ; — the  furface  of  the  prepuce  is  fre- 
quently excoriated,  and  afterwards  ulcerated.  If 
the  venereal  poifon  fhould  be  applied  where  the 
cuticle  is  more  denfe  than  that  of  the  glands 

» penis, 
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penis,  or  frenum,  then  it  commonly  appears  in- 
form of  a pimple,  which  grows  to  a fcab. 

t , s v ' ' 

When  the  difeafe  partakes  of  the  inflammation 
peculiar  to  the  .habit,  it  becomes  more  dlffufed, 
and  is  frequently  productive  of  phymofis,  and 
foraetimes  paraphymofis,  which  contribute  much 
to  retard  the  cure. 


To  the  firft  appearance  of  chancres,  it  is  in- 
difpenfibly  necefiary  to  pay  the  flriteft  attention, 
— and  to  their  progrefs  on  the  parts,  as  they  are 
a kind  of  comment  on,  or  explanation  of  the 
conflitution. 

If  the  inflammation  fpreads  rapidly,  it  lhews 
the  conflitution  naturally  inclined  to  inflamma- 
tion. In  proportion  to  the  violence  of  the  pain* 
it  difeovers  a propenfity  to  irritation  in  the  con- 

* % . Y 

flitution— and  where  they  form  floughs,  they 
liave  an  unequivocal  tendency5  to  mortification. — • 
As  thefe  marks  point  out  the  conflitution,  fo  do 
they  the  treatment. 


When 
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When  there  is  wafte  of  fubftance,  either  from 
ulceration  or  Houghing — and  when  that  lofs  of 
fubftance  has  been  confiderable,  it  is  no  uncom- 
mon  thing  to. have  a profufe  bleeding,  efpecially 
if  the  ulcer  is  on  the  glands,  as  the  adhelive  in- 
flammation does  not  take  place  to  unite  the  veins 
of  the  glands,  fo  as  to  prevent  their  cavity  be- 
ing expofed — and  the  blood  is  allowed  to  effcape 
from  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra. 


The  ulcers  or  Houghs,  often  go  as  deep  as  the 
corpus  cavernofum  penis,  where  the  fame  thing 
frequently  happens. 


Of  the  Phymojis  and  Parajihymojis. 

Thefe  complaints  originate  in  the  denfity  of 
the  cellular  membrane  of  the  prepuce,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  irritation  producing  diffufive  inflam- 


nation. 
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mation,  which  happens  in  confcquence  of  & 
chancre  in  that  part* 

It  may  not  be  unneceflary  for  me  to  obierve 
here,  that  the  prepuce  is  the  doubling  of  the  fkin 
of  the  penis  when  not  ered,  being  then  too  large 
for  the  penis,  by  which  the  glands  is  covered  and 
preferved  when  not  neceffary  to  be  ufed,  which, 
confequently,  renders  its  feelings  more  acute 
when  the  penis  becomes  ered—- -it  fills  the  whole 
of  the  fkin,  by  which  the  doubling,  forming'  the 
prepuce  in  the  non-ered  date,  is  unfolded — and 

is  employed  in  covering  the  body  of  the  penis. 

• 1 1 '■  *'■  - 

A natural  contradion  of  the  aperture  of  the 
prepuce  is  not  uncommon,  and  fo  great  in  fome, 
as  to  caufe  a natural  and  conftant  phymofis  and 
this  may  produce  a paraphymofis,  fimply  by  the 
prepuce  being  brought  back  upon  the  penis — for 
this  flrait  part,  ading  as  a ligature  round  the 
body  of  the  penis  behind  the  glands,  retards  the 
circulation  beyond  the  ligature,  producing  an 

asdematus 
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sedcmatus  inflammation . on  the  inverted  part  of 
the  prepuce. 

This  natural  phymofis  is  fo  great  in  children  as 
not  even  to  allow  the.  urine  to  pafs  with  eafe — 
but  becomes  progreflively  larger,  in  their  ap- 
proaching.boyhood  and  puberty.  This  part  of 
the  prepuce,  though  in  moft  men  it  is  loofe 
enough  to  prevent  no  inconvenience  in  a natural 
(late — yet  I have  known  it  contrad  without  any 
vifiblc  caufe  whatever,  and  has  become  fo  nar- 
row, as  to  hinder  the  water  from  getting  out, 
even  after  it  has  got  free  of  the  urethra.  The 
cafes  which  I have  feen  of  this  latter  coni' 
plexion,  have  been  moftly  in  old  men. 

The  prepuce  frequently  becomes  in  fome  de- 
gree inverted,  by  the  inner  fkin  yielding  more 
than  the  outer,  having  a kind  of  neck  whefe  the 
outer  fkin  naturally  terminates.  From  the  de- 
tention of  the  parts  in  a date  of  tomefadion,  it 
becomes  aimed  abfolutely  impoflible  to  bring  it 

back 
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back  over  tHe  penis,  fo  as  to  invert  it,  and  ex- 
pofe  the  fores  on  the  infide. 

Such  a condition  of  the  prepuce,  unlefs  parti- 
cularly attended  to,  is  often  produdtive  of  dan- 
gerous confcquences,  efpecially  when  the  chan- 
cres are  behind  the  glands.  On  the  ot-her  hand, 
\if  the  prepude  is.  loofe,  wide,  and  is  accuftomed 
to  be  kept  back  in  its  found  flate,  or  is  pulled 
back  to  drefs  the  chancres,  and  is  allowed  to  con- 
tinue in  this  fituation  until  tumefadtion  takes 
place,  then  it  acquires  the  name  of  a paraphy- 
mofts ; or  if  the  prepuce  is  pulled  forcibly  back 
after  it  is  fwelled,  it  is  then  brought  from  the 
ftate  of  a pbymojts  to  & par aphy mofts. 

The  lalt  deferibed  fituation  of  the  prepuce, 
is  attended  with  much  the  worft  kind  of  fymp- 
toms,  efpecially  where  it  is  changed  from  a phy- 
mofis  to  a paraphymofis.  In  many  inftances  I 
have  known  the  inflammation  arifing  from  this 
ftridlure,  not  only  to  afFedt  the  (kin  of  the  penis, 
in  which  is  included  the , prepuce,  but  it  attacks 

the 
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the  whole  body  of  the  penis  itfelf,  frequently 
producing  adhefions,  and  even  mortifications  in 
the  cells  of  the  corpora  cavernofa — either  of 
which  will  inevitably  deflroy  the  diflenfibility  of 
thofe  parts  ever  after,  and  give  the  penis  a curve 
to  one  fide  in  its  involuntary  erections. 

This  fometimes  takes  place  through  the  whole 

| 

cellura  fnbftance>  producing  frequently  a fhort 
and  almoft  inflexible  flump. 

The  following  cafe  will  ferve  as  illuflrative  of 
the  above  remarks,  as  well  as  to  inculcate  a leffon 
of  caution  to'  the  unfufpe&ing  and  credulous 
patient,  not  to  trufl  to  any  noftrums  for  the  cure 
of  a complaint  that  requires  the  concentrated  force 
of  human  ability  completely  to  eradicate  it $ fo 
various  and  fo  different  are  the  modes  of  cure  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  adopted,  according  to  the  various 
habits  and  conftitutions  of  patients  infe£led  with 
this  difeafe,  efpecially  as  it  is  well  known,  the 
difeafe  takes  its  variegated  complexion  from  thefe 
conftitutional  circumftances : — 


H 
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A young  man,  a pewterer,  having  contracted 
the  venereal  difeafe,  was  infe&ed  with  feveral 
fmall  chancres  on  the  prepuce,  for  the  cure  of 
which,  he  had  recourfe  to  a certain  famous  (more 
properly  fpeaking,  infamous')  fy rup,  after  con- 
tinuing it  for  fome  time,  without  perceiving  him- 
felf  the  lead  benefited  by  this  noflrum,  he  changed 
it  for  another  of  equal  celebrity ; but  thefe  patent 
pills  feemed  to  have  no  Jaiutary  effe£t  on  the  com- 
plaint, and  as  the  chancres  increafed  in  fize,  the 
prepuce  began  to  fwell,  and  the  inflammation  ran 
lb  very  high,  as  to  produce  a moil  tremendous 
phymofis,  attended  with  confiderable  pain,  he 
therefore  waited  on  the  gentleman,  under  whole 
fanCtion  they  are  fold,  for  further  advice;  the 
perfon  who  fpoke  to  him  there,  very  judicioujly 
preferibed  an  ointment  of  equal  parts,  of  bees  wax 
and  fvveet  oil,  as  the  bell  application  to  reduce 
the  inflammation,  and  the  pills  (handing  down 
a frefh  box)  were  direCled  to  be  continued  as 
ufual ; he  perfifled  in  this  courfe,  till  the  inflam- 
mation terminated  in  a mortification,  which  de- 
llroyed  the  whole  body  of  the  penis,  and  had 

Ipread 
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jfpread  itfelf  over  a fmali  paat  of  the  left  tefticle ; 
the  pain  was  fo  violent  as  to  deprive  him  of  reft 
for  three  nights,  fortunately  for  the  patient,  I was 
called  in  at  this  period,  and  by  proper  fomenta- 
tions and  poultices,  with  powerful  dofes  of  opium 
and  bark,  which  joined  with  appropiate  regimen, 
effe&ed  his  cure  in  little  lefs  than  a month ; 
but  his  manhood  was  compleatly  annihilated,  the 
mortification  leaving  only  a fmali  inflexible  Hump, 

of  about  half  an  inch  in  length. 

rHMiK inrfjj: mlmit  hns  ,%7  ' >•  > ; 

My  readers  will  therefore  fee,  how  neceflary  it 
is  to  guard  againfl  fo  melancholy  a cataftroplie. 
Which  at  once  puts  an  end  to  the  power  of  com- 
municating pleafure  to,  or  receiving  it  from  the 
moil  defervmg  objects  of  our  tendered:  attach- 
ments. 

They  fhotild  bear  in  mind  alfo,  that  Venus,  the 
prieftefs  of  pleafure,  is  fomething  like  the  priefts 
of  Baal,  without  they  bring  their  gifts,  fire  likes 
no  votaries  to  approach  her  altar. 


H 2 
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A firm,  manly  refolution,  of  running  no  danger- 
ous  rifks — will  be  the  bed  preventive  of  fuch  a 
dilgraceful  and  humiliating  calamity;— but  where 
paffion  overrules  prudence,  the  earlieft  pofiiblc 
application  ihouid  be  made  to  medical  intelligence. 


CHANCRES  IN  WOMEN 

^ .1 1 j j v*  A ^ ^ 

From  the  fimpiicity  of -the  conftrudion  of  wo- 
men’s parts,  this  diforder  in  them,  is  confequent- 
ly  lefs  complicated  chan  in  men. — When  the  mat- 
ter is  introduced  into  the  vagina,  it  there  irritates 
a fecreting  fur  face,  but  when  lodged  in  the  infide 
of  the  fkin  of  the  labia  or  nymphse,  thofe  parts 
are  only  affe£ted  with  a Gonorrhea,  but  yet  are 
capable  of  ulceration. — Ulcerations  are  much 
more  frequent  in  women  than  in  men,  for  this' 
reafon,  becaufe  the  furface  on  which  they  can 
form  is  much  larger — we  find  them  on  the  edge 
of  the  labile,  fometimes  on  the  outfide,  and  even 
on  the  perinceum ; ulcers  formed  on  the  infide  of 

the 


the  labiae,  are  never  allowed  to  dry  or  fcab,  but 
on  the  outfide  they  are  liable  to  have  the  matter 
dry  on  them.,  which  forms  a fcab,  fimilar  to  thole 
on  the  body  of  the  penis  or  fcrotum. 

The  venereal  matter  from  fuch  fores,  is  very 
apt  to  run  down  the  perinaeum  to  the  anus,  as 
in  a gonorrhea,  and  excoriate  the  parts,  efpecially 
about  the  anus,  where  the  Ikin  is  thin  and  often 
produce  chancres  in  thofe  parts. 

- " . r 
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Chancres  I have  obferved  in  the  vagina,  and 
which  I take,  to  have  arifen  from  the  fpreading 
of  the  ulcers  on  the  infide  of  the  labia. 

Cure  of  Chancres. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  treatment  for  the  chan- 
cres, the  objedt  of  one,  is  to  deftroy  them  by 
means  of  efcharotics,  the  other  to  extinguifh 
the  venereal  irritation,  by  help  of  the  fpecific 
remedy  for  that  poifon. 

Hj. 
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I*et  it  be  remembered,  that  in  the  cure  of  the 
chancres,  we  have  two  objects  in  view,  the  cure 
of  the  chancre,  and  the  prevention  of  a conta- 
mination of.  the  habit. 

. . • . . • ' . r j _ ' ’.n 

The  firft  is  effected  by  mercury,  either  inter- 
nally through  the  circulation,  or  externally  in 
dreffings,  o^  in  both  ways  as  the  nature  of  the 
Cafe  may  make  it  neceftary. 

The  fecond,  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution, 
which  is  accomplifhed  by  fhortening  the  duration 
of  the  chancre,  and  which,  confequently,  contracts 
the  time  of  abforption,  and  alfo  by  internal  medi- 
cines, which  in  their  adminiftration,  fhould  always 
bear  a proportion  to  the  continuation  qf  the  ab- 
forption. 


To  Dejiroy  a Chancre* 

This  can  only  be  done  on  the  firft  appearance 
of  it,  before  the  furrounding  parts  catch  the 


con- 
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contamination.  Ic  may  be  done  by  cauftic  or  in- 
cifion,  but  experience  juftifies  me  in  recom- 
mending the  lunar  cauftic,  which  prevents  the 
hemorrhage  from  the  cells  of  the  glans.  I have 
continued  this  treatment  till  the  fore  began  toaf- 
fume  a red  appearance,  the  certain  indication  of 
health,  and  in  this  ftate  it  will  heal  as  rapidly-, 
in  moil  cafes,  as  any  other  fore  produced  by  a 
cauftic. 

In  cafes  (which  were  very  feldom)  where  the 
wound  did  not  foon  heal,  I ordered  a mercurial 
lotion  to  be  conftantly  applied  to  the  wound,  and 
one  grain  of  mercurius  calcinatus  to  be  taken 
every  night,  to  avert  any  conflitutional  injury. 


To  Extiriguijh  the  Venereal  Vijitation  by 
the  Specific for  that  Poifon. 

The  cure  of  a chancre  is  not  fynonimous  to  its 
deftru&ion,  as  it  confifls  in  eradicating  the  vene- 
H 4 real 
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real  taint,  which  when  accomplifhed,  the  heal- 
ing of  the  parts  become^  a nqceflary  conse- 
quence* 


I Jliall  now  make  fome  Observations . on 
the  Bubo ? with  its  Cure . 

The  fituation  of  Buboes,  arifing  from  the 
venereal  complaint  in  the  penis,  are  in  the  abfor- 
bent  glands  of  the  groins,  where  a gonorrhea  is 
the  caufe  of  a bubo,  one  groin  is  equally  affe£le<J 
with  the  other. 

I have  feen  inflances,  where  a chancre  on  one 
fide  of  the  prepuce,  has  been  produ&ive  of  a 
bubo  on  the  other  fide,  which  I think,  without 
firaining  it  into  a maxim,  is  a proof,  that  the 
abforbents  either  anaftomofe  or  decuflate  each 
other. 


Buboes 
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Buboes  in  Women. 

I have  known  one  very  particular  cafe  that 
came  under  my  own  practice*  and  on  which,  I 
think  myfelf  juttified  in  eftablifhing  a principle, 
by  which,  in  all  fimilar  cafes,  a fkiiful  pra£tioner 
iliould  be  governed.  It  is  briefly  this  ; — 

.1 

A lad jr -of  very  great  modePcy,  and  under  the 
higheft  reputation  for  her  virtuous  and  prudent 
conduct,  applied  to  me  not  long  fince  $ the  was 
ill,  but  knew  not  the  caufe,  though  from  the  ir- 
regularity of  the  gentleman  with  whom  fhe  lived, 
and  who  allowed  her  a very  honourable  mainte- 
nance, fie  fufpedled  her  complaint  was  the  con-' 
fequence  of  fome  extra  affair  of  gallantry  of  her 
keeper.  She  complained  of  an  intolerable  itch- 
ing, and  fometimes  a great  forenefs  when  fhe 
walked,  but  no  pain  in  making  water.  I ex- 
amined the  parts,  but  could  fee  nothing  that  wore 
the  appearance  of  infe&ion,  unlefs  that  the  one 
labium  was  a little  fuller  than  the  other,  I could 

not 
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not  diftinguifh  it,  but  by  pre  fling  the  parts  with 
fome  degree  of  force,  which  gave  fome  pain. 

There  are  circumftances  where  chancres  are 
fituated  forwards,  that  is,  near  the  meatus  urina- 
rius,  nymphae,  labia,  clitoris,  or  mons  veneris,  I 
have  found,  that  the  matter  abforbed  is  carried 
along  one  of  the  round  ligaments,  before  they 
enter  the  abdomen. 

/■  + / Tl  1 ' f v x ^ x . 

When  chancres  are  fituated  near  the  perineum 
the  matter  abforbed,  is  carried  between  the  la- 
bium  and  the  thigh,  to  the  glands  in  the  groin — 
hence  fmall  buboes  are  formed  in  the  abforbents, 
not  unlike  thofe  on  the  penis  in  men,  and  which 
frequently  produce  a bubo  in  the  groin, 
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Of  the  Cure  of  Buboes  in  Men  by 

Befolution. 

If  the  bubo  be  in  the  groin,  then  I have  al- 
ways recommended  to  rub  the  mercurial  o}nt- 
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men  on  the  thigh ; this  furface  will  abforb  a$ 
much  mercury  as  will  be  fufficient  £o  refolve  the 
bubo,  and  at  the  fame  time  preferve  the  conftitu- 
tion  from  being  contaminated ; but  in  ca.es  where 
refolution  did  not  take  place  as  foon  as  I could 
with,  then  I increafed  the  furface  of  friflion  by 
rubbing  the  ointment  on  the  leg, 


Of  the  Cure  in  Women  hy  Refolution. 

Between  the  labia  and  the  thigh,  the  mercury 
puff  be  rubbed  in  about  the  anus  and  buttock,  as 
the  abforbents  of  thofe  parts 'pals’  this  way,  and 
not  into  the  pelvis  by  the  anus.  ..Buboes  cannot 
always  be  removed  by  refolution,  as  they  will 
fometimes  come  to  fuppuration.  Sometimes  the 
inflammation  is  great,  though  the  fuppuration  is 
but  fmalL 

When  a bubo  is  very  large,  I have  ufed  a cauf- 
tic,  but  when  it  is  fniall,  a lancet  will  anfwer 
every  bit  as  well — nay,  indeed,  I give  it  a prefe- 
rence^ where  I have  done  the  bufinefs  by  cauflic* 
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\ gave  the  preference  to  the  lapis  fepticus,  which 
I take  to  be  the  bed. — I have  ordered  the  mercu- 
rial courfe  to  be  continued  until  the  bubo  was 
healed. 

But  where  any  obflinacy  or  difinclination  to 
heal  appeared,  I always  recommended  (when  the 
venereal  a61ion  appeared  to  be  dedroyed)  a milk 
diet,  country  air,  and  a decodlion  of  farraparilia 
with  mezereon,  and  in  other  cafes,  I have  recom- 
mended the  warm  fea  bath,  which  I have  always 
found  to  have  confiderable  effe£h 


Warts. 

Warts  are  no  more  than  excreflences  from  the 
cutis  or  tumorous  forming  on  it.  Thefe  excref- 
fences  fometimes,  have  not  a confequence  of  the 
venereal  poifon,  though  poiTefled  of  its  fpecific 
difpofition,  which  makes  mercury  necedary  in  re- 
moval of  them,  which  is  mod  commonly  ufed 
JbccefsfuJIy,  at  lead  five  indances  out  of  feven  I 
have  found  itfo. 


The 
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The  knife  and  efcharotics  are  not  always  ne* 
cellar)?,  a pair  of  fciflars  when  they  fhoot  up 
high,  and  are  fmall  at  the  neck,  is  the  moft  ex- 
peditious mode  of  removing  them  ; but  where  I 
have  found  patients  trembling  at  the  idea  of  a 
knife  or  fciflars,  or  indeed  at  any  cutting  inftru- 
ment,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe;  I have  ufed  a mild 
though  efficacious  fubftitute,  which  is  a filk  thread, 
tied  round  their  neck.— But  whatever  way.  or 
method  may  be  adopted  for  this  removal,  I con- 
fider  it  as  indifpenfibly  necefiary  to  touch  the  bafe 
with  a cauflic. — Any  cauftic,  fuch  as  metallic  fdts# 
lapis  fepticus,  the  kpis  calaminaris,  and  favin 
leaves  mixed,,  is  one  of  the  bell  ftimuiants  I am 
acquainted  with;  as  united,  they  feldom  or  never 
fail  of  effecting  a complete  eradication.  I prefer 
it  to  the  knife,  fciifars,  ligature,  or  any  other  ap- 
plication, as  I have  had  but  one  inftance  of  its 
proving  unfuccefsful,  and  in  this  the  others  were 
equally  fo. 

About  feven  years  ago,  I received  a letter  from  a 
young  Nobleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berke- 

iey-fquare. 
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ley-fquare,  the  original  of  which,  I have  now  by 
me,  exactly  word  for  word  as  follows  > together 
with  its  poflfoript 

Mr*  Godfrey,'  4 * 

Sir> 

Sometime  fince,  I had  an  itrw 
prudent  connection,  by  which  I eontraded  vene«* 
real  chancres,  on  the  glans  penis,  accompanied 
with  a phymofis,  I put  myfclf  under  the  care  of 
an  apothecary,  who  attended  me  for  fome  time* 
but  the  cure  not  appearing  to  be  any  thing  advan- 
ced, he  performed  the  operation  for  the  phymofis, 
by  flitting^the  prepuce  nearly  its  whole  length  $ 
when  he  difcovered  a great  number  of  warts 
upon  the  glans,  and  round  the  nut ; mercurial  ap- 
plications in  various  forms  were  applied,  but  the 
warts  increafed  in  fize,  as  well  as  number ; two  of 
three  of  them  were  therefore  cut  off  with  a pair  or 
feifiars,  and  their  bafe  touched  with  cauftic,  in  the 
night  they  bled  profufely,  and  I tied  my  hand- 
kerchief round  them,  permitting  it  to  remain  in 
that  ftate  till  I went  the  next  day  to  get  themdreft, 
^ in 
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in  about  ten  days  or  a fortnight,  little  warts  begat* 
to  make  their  appearance  over  the  whole  divided 
prepuce,  and  thofe  that  had  been  removed  grew 
again  j at  this  time  I was  obliged  to  quit  London* 
to  go  to  Paris,  on  fome  urgent  bufmefs  j about  a 
fortnight  after  I arrived  there,  I found  two  buboes* 
forming  one.  in  each  groin,  a French  Phyficiaa 
and  Surgeon  was  confulted,  who  unitedly  recom- 
mended a falivation,  which  I underwent  in  three 
months,  the  buboes  and  chancres  were  compleatly 
healed,  but  the  warts  itill  remained,  notwithftand- 
ing  every  means  ufed  for  their  eradication — fuch 
as  cauftic,  fciiTars,  ligatures,  powder  of  favin, 
&c.  I have  now  been  returned  about  eighteen 
months  and  at  prefent  under  the  care  of  the  furge- 
on  to  our  family,  from  whom  I have  been  taking 
for  the  laft  fix  months  an  alternative  pill  every 
night,  with  a quart  bottle  of  ftrong  deco&ion  of 
farfapariila  every  day,  but  without  finding  myfelf 
any  better  5 the  warts  are  now  grown  fo  large  and 
painful,  that  I am  under  the  neceffity  of  keeping 
my  penis  conftantly  fufpended,  and  if  any  of  the 
former  applications  are  ufed,  they  put  me  in  fuch 

torture 
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torture,  that  exiftence  has  become  aim  oft  infuji- 
portable,  even  a little  calomel  and  fpermaCeti 
ointment  occafions  great  pain. — It  is  now  full  four 
years  I have  been  troubled  with  thefe  warts ; and 
fo  many  Gentlemen  of  profefilonai  fkill,  ha\fe  fail- 
ed in  my  cure,  that  I almoft  defpair  of  ever  get- 
ting relieved  from  them,  if  you  think  you  can  be 
of  any  fervice  to  me,  will  thank  you  to  favor  me 
with  an  anfwer,  and  I will  wait  on  you  at  any  time 
you  may  pleafe  to  appoint. 

X am  Sir,  yotfrs,  Sec.  Sec. 

C.  W. 

( 

P.  S*  The  reafon  I have  taken  this  method  of 
applying  to  )^ou  in  preference  to  the  medicalGen- 
tleman  who  attends  my  family,  is  to  prevent  the 
poffibility  of  a circumftance  like  this  tranfpiring, 
as  it  not  only  might  be  extremely  injurious  to  my 
intereft,  but  alfo  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of 
fome  branches  of  my  family — which  I ftill  more 
appreciate. 

On  the  perufal  of  the  above  cafe,  it  appeared 
clearly  to  me,  that  the  continuance  of  the  warts 

did 
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did  not  arlfe  from  any  venereal  difpofition,  buc 
that  the  parts  had  acquired  a peculiar  difeafed 
mode  of  aft  ion,  which  gave  rife  to  thofe  warts, 
and  that  mercury  had  no  power  to  deftroy  this 
action. — His  cure  jufbified  my  opinion* — Having, 
when  a boy,  been  greatly  plagued  myfelf  with 
warts  on  my  hands,  I recollected  getting  rid  of 
them,  by  the  following  advice  of  a nurfe,  the 
dire6ted  me  to  take  a piece  of  raw  beef  to  rub 
the  warts  with,  then  prefs  the  juice  of  the  beef 
on  them,  tying  at  night  a frefh  piece  of  "beef  on 
the  hands,  and  this  was  to  be  repeated  every 
night,  till  they  difappeared,  which  wasin  lefs  time 
than  two  months.  An  idea  fuggefted  itfelf  to  me, 
that  the  fame  remedy  might  be  fuccefsful  in  this 
cafe. — I therefore  ordered  the  Gentleman  to  ap- 
ply the  beef  as  before  diredled,  preferibing,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  following  mixture,  as 
the  patients  ftrength  was  greatly  reduced:-- 
R.  Syr.  Cert:  Aurant.  unc : dimid : Tin 51.  Cort 
Ptruv.  drachm:  Jex.  Deco5t.  Cort.  Peruv.  unc.Jeptem . 
m.f.  Mixtura  enjus  capiat  coch.  iv.Jextdqudque  hord  : 
when,  to  the  Gentleman's  great  fatisfaclion  and 
aftonilhment,  he  was  compleatly  relieved  from 

every  one  of  the  warts,  in  lefs  than  ten*  weeks. 

I The 
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The  Preventive  Experiments* 


Observing  in  the  courfe  of  my  pra&ice,  z 
variety  of  local  chancres,  it  led  me  to  endeavour 
to  find  out  a radical  cure  for  them,  without  having 
recourfe  to  the  application  of  the  lunar  cauftic, 
as  in  fome  very  irritable  habits,  it  produced  fo 
much  infiamation,  as  to  bring  on  a phymofis. 

After  trying  a variety  of  preparations  for  ob- 
taining this  defirable  end  ; I at  lad  hit  on  one 
that  feemed  to  anfwer  my^  moil  fanguine  expe&a-* 
lion  ; and  I uniformly  made  ufe  of  it  for  feyeral 
years,  in  cafes  where  there  appeared  any  tenden- 
cy to  inflammation,  and  always  in  thefe  cafes,  with 
the  happieft  effeft. — Seeing  it  fo  effedtually  de- 
droy  the  venereal  virus,  by  mixing  with  the  poi- 
fon,  and  thereby  curing  the  patient. 

When 
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When  the  difeafe  was  only  local — it  induced 
me  to  make  the  following  experiments.  I todk 
venereal  matter  from  a chancre,  and  mixed  with 
it  a portion  of  this  preventive  medicine,  and 
taking  fome  on  the  point  of  a lancet,  innoculated 
myfelf,  by  inferring  it  between  the  fkin  of  the 
arm,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  innoculate  chil- 
dren for  the  fmall  pox  5 in  order  to  fee  if  it  would 
produce  a venereal,  chancre  oil  the  arm,  I differ- 
ed it  to  remain  there  three  days,  examining  it 
afterwards  three  or  foiir  times  a day*  to  fee  if 
there  appeared  any  rigris  of  ulceration  ; none  ap- 
pearing, I next  examined  the  glands  in  the  axilla, 
thinking  it  might  be  abforbed  and  depofited  ih 
fome  of  thofe  glands  j but  after  a minute  exami- 
nation, I eould  riot  perceive  that  any  o»f  them 
Were  in  the  lead  difeafed,  as  they  were  riot  at  all 
painful  to  touch,  nor  Were  they  in  the  finalled 
degree  fwelled,  from  that  time  td  this,  which  is 
about  ten  months,  feeling  no  inconvenience  in 
thefe  parts,  arid  the  orifice  perfectly  healed  with- 
out any  pain. 

I a 
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I was  fully  convinced,  that  the  difeafe  had  not 
taken  place, — and  that  the  medicine  poflefTed  a 
fpecific  power  of  deftroying  the  venereal  action, 
when  united  before  its  applicotion  to  the  human 
fyftem,  as  well  as  in  local  chancres  j but  this  did 
not  fully  demonstrate  to  me,  that  it  had  the  pow- 
er of  an ' infallible  preventive ; it  only  proved, 
that  it  pofTeffed  the  power  of  deftroying  the  ve- 
nereal virus,  when  mixed,  and  that  no  venereal 
complaint  could  t^ke  place  from  venereal  matter, 

previoufly  united  with  this  medicine. 

' f'v : ; .jandqmoS  orfj  brm  Zlfte  sin* 

I therefore  took  the  opportunity  (immediately 
after  palling  my  water,  in  order  that  the  experi- 
ment might  not  be  doubtful  by  the  urine  wafhing 
the  matter  away,  before  it  was  likely  to  take 
efFedt)  to  introduce  venereal  matter,  on  the  point 
of  a fmall  bougie,  into  my  urethra,  permitting  it 
to  remain  till  the  bougie  began  to  produce  fome 
trifling  uneafinefs,  when  I withdrew  it:  between 
the  fecond  and  third  day,  I began  to  feel  a dif* 
agreeable  titulation  and  uneafinefs  towards  the  end 
of  the  urethra,  attended  with  a flight  degree  of 

pain  * 
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pain  in  pafling  my  water — thefe  fymptoms  convin- 
ced me  the  complaint  was  about  to  take  place. 


In  confequence  of  which,  I immediately  had 
rccourfe  to  the  preventive  medicine , and  applied 
it  as  an  inje&ion,  throwing  it  up  the  urethra,  with 
an  elastic  India  rubber  fyringe,  fix  or  feven  times 
that  day,  and  four  or  five  for  the  two  fucceeding 
days,  when  all  the  fymptoms  in  the  courfe  of  that 

time  vanilhed, . and  I had  not  the  leaft  inconveni- 
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cnce  arife,  and  the  complaint  by  this  means  was 
compleatly  prevented. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  laft  experriment,  fully  pro- 
ved to  me,  its  preventive  powers ; fxnce  which 
time,  I have  conftantly  recommended  it  to  the 
life  of  all  my  patients,  and  I have  not  known  a 
fingle  inftance  where  it  failed  of  preventing  this 
complaint,  arid  all  the  alarming  confequences, 
which  too  frequently  originate  from  this  direful 
difeafe. 
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.1  ihall  now  lay  before  my  readers,  the  necef- 
fary  particulars  refpeCting  the  ufe  and  application 
of  a fovereign  preventive.— When  I delivered 
my  public  lectures  Qn  t|ii.£  arduous  fubjeCl,  I ob- 
fcrved,  that  common  women,  who  had  only  been 
affected  two  or  three  days,  frequently  gave  this 
complaint  to  a variety  of  men  who  had  connec- 
tions with  them,  without  any  appearance  of  the 
difeafe  upon  themfelves,;  this  is  accounted  for,  by 
the  venereal  virus,  lying  in.  the  vagina,  without 
producing  ill  effe&s  to  the  woman. 

To  every  Gentleman,  who  may  be  fo  impru- 
dent as  to  form  a connection  of  this  fort,  I would 
recommend,  tq  defire  the  woman  to  make  ufe  of 
the  preventive  medicine,  and  wafh  the  parts, 
well,  previous  to  the  a6t  of  coition  y this  will  not 
only,  render  himjelf  more  fecure,  but  it  will  pre- 
vent her  communicating  the  complaint  to  others,  , 
who  may  come  after  him  there,  by  lcfTening  the 
propagation  of  this  loathfome  difeafei 


With 
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With  refpeCl  to  the  manner.  Gentleman  are  to 
adopt  in  the  ufe  of  this  preventive,  I would 
recommend  indifcriminately  to  all  Gentlemen, 
immediately  after  having  any  connection  that 
jtiftified  fufpicion — to  wafh  the  whole  body  of  the 
penis,  four  or  five  times  a day,  to  draw  the  pre- 
puce over  the  glands,  and  apply  it  in  like  manner, 
taking  particular  care,  to  wafh  under  and  about 
the  frenum,  a membranous  ligament,  under  the 
penis,  which  .ties  the  prepuce  to  the  glands,  as 
it  is  probable,  the  venereal  virus  may  be  con- 
cealed there,  and  from  the  fkin  being  thinner,  is 
more  fufceptible  of  venereal  irritation. 

/ 

I would  likewife  recommend  Gentlemen  to 
throw  a fyringe  full  up  the  urethra,  four  or  five 
times,  for  three  days  j and  in  that  time,  1 am  pcr- 
feftly  convinced,  the  difeafe  will  be  infallibly 
prevented. 

For  the  conveniency  of  thofe,  who  may  with 
to  make  ufc  of  this  preventive,  I have  prepared 
it  in  the  form  of  a ponder,  contained  in  a final  1 
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box,  which  may  be  carried  in  the  pocket,  with- 
out  the  fmalleft  inconvenience, — As  much  as  you 
can  take  up  on  a fixpence,  will  in  general  be 
fufficient  for  a cup  full  of  water,  mixing  them 
well  together,  by  ftirring  them  with  the  finger, 
and  to  be  ufed  as  I have  juft  directed. 


> * 
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CONCLUSION. 


IN  writing  this  fhort  Treatife,  I had  three  ob- 
jedfs  of  contending  magnitude  in  view,  viz, 

■ ••  • • • ••  • ' : ' w - c. 

Firff,  The  neceffity  of  preventing  the  contrac- 
tion of  this  difeafe. 

Secondly,  The  folly,  as  well  as  the  certain 
danger  of  t ruffing  to  noflrums  as  an  efficacious 
oppofer  to  the  protoeap  affumptions  of  this  invete- 
rate difeafe ; — and 

Thirdly,  To  point  out  the  inevitable  fatality, 
in  which,  t ruffing  to  the  prepofterous  abfurdity 
of  felf-cure  eventually  terminates. 


On 
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On  the  firft  point,  I believe  there  can  be  but 
one  opinion,  in  repelling  its  attack,  conquering  it 
in  the  beginning,  or  where  this  cannot  be  effed- 
ed,  to  render  it  lefs  virulent  in  its  progrefs,  by 
carefully  watching  its  infidious  progrefiive  con- 
tamination^ 

On  the  fecond,  I fhall  provoke  the  enmity  of 
the  whole  hoft  of  Quacks  (a  formidable  body 
indeed — particularly  to  their  devoted  patients ).  But 
this  anticipated  abufe  I fhall  place  to  the  credit  of 
my  profeflional  account,  as  this  inundation  of 
calumny  will  be  more  than  amply  compenfated, 
by  the  candor  and  liberality  of  the  intelligent 
praditioner,  whofe  countenance  and  protedion  I 
fondly  anticipate,  efpecially  as  I have  by  labour 
and  induftry  endeavoured  to  merit  it,  by  thus 
contributing  my  mite  to  the  treafury  of  medical 
knowledge,  inciting  a juft,  generous,  and  general 
reprobation  of  interefted  ralh  innovators  on  the 
fcience. 


On 
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On  the  third  point,  I have  the  founder  of  the 
do&rine,  and  the  advocates  of  /elf-cure  to  en- 
counter with.— The  former,  will,  no  doubt,  de- 
fend his  dodtrine  as  it  promotes  his  intereft ; — the 
latter  will  be  but  few,  for  their  number  will  be 
confined  to  thofe  only  who  have-  not  jet  followed 
his  advice , for  I am  confident,  that  thofe  who 
have  been  fafcinated  by  the  temporary  delufion, 
apd  have  eagerly  volunteered  themfelvs  under  the 
ftandard  of  thofe  revolutionary  principles  in 
phyfic,  and  the  new  order  of  things  in  medicine, 
attempted  to  be  eftabiifhed  by  Dr.  Buchan,  will 
be  happy  to  return  fpeedily  to  the  ftandard  of 
common  fenfe  and  certain  cure,  both  of  which 
they  evidently  abandoned  in  making  this  def- 
perate  attack  of  /elf- cure,  and  happy  will  they 
be,  if,  after  making  this  unfuccefsful  attack,  they 
find  ftrength  enough  to  make  an  orderly  and  fafe 
retreat  to  medical  afiiftance,  in  order  to  counter- 
act the  dangerous  copfequences  which  are  the, 
inevitable  companions  of  the  extraneous  abfurdity 
pf  J elf  cure  ! 


Some 
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Some  years  back,  there  were  three  parties  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this  country,  viz. 

; \i\  1 ■ 1 * V ri  ; ’ I ... 

The  Ministry, 

The  Opposition', 

and  a certain  eccentric  Caledonian  Lord,  who  was 
in  as  direct  oppofition  to  both  the  other  two,  as 
they  were  to  each  ether,  or  himfclf  was  to 
reafon  and  common  fenfe — he  flood  fingly,  in 
his  own  perfon — his  owTn  party. — Not  one 
Member  of  either  the  majority  or  minority 
ever  feconded  a motion  that  he  brought  forward  ; 
In  this  refped  he  was  perfectly  revenged  on  them, 
for  he  never,  in  the  fhort  courfe  of  his  parlia- 
mentary life,  feconded  a motion,  or  even  voted 
for  it,  that  came  from  either  the  Mintfler  or 
the  Opposition! 

. 

This  circumftance,  I think,  is  exactly  fnnilar 
to  the  prefent  condition  of  Dr.  Buchan,  with  re- 
gard td  Ms  dodlrine  of  the  new  order  of  things  in 
phyfic. 

Thfe  regular  Phyficians  are  one  party. 


The 


The  Empyrics  are  another— ?and  the  great 
Dr.  Buchan  himfelf  (finglyj^he  third  party. 

The  former  he  willies  to  bring  into  difrepute 
from  their  inutility  and  monopoly  of  fcience,  (in 
other  words  for  being  intelligent  and  learned) 
the  latter  he  would  have  exterminated  for  their 
ignorance — that  on  the  ruins  of  both,* he  might 
build  a Temple,  confecrated  to  his  own  fame — 
infcribed  with  five  appropriate  emblemmatic 
figures  of 


i.  Health — rifing  like  another  refplendent 
phoenix  from  the  allies  of  difeafe. 

a.  The  New  Order  of  Things — by  the  figure  of 
a half  ftarved  regular  bred  Phyfician. 

' i 

3.  A Quack,  dead  of  hunger. 

4.  An  Aarial  Figure,  rep  refen  ting  the  Cale- 
donian Minerva — vulgarly  called  the  Genius  qf 
Jecond  fight— -infpiring  Dr.  Buchan,  with  the  grand 


ideas 
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ideas  of  jelf  cure,  and  the  new  order  of  things^ 
alternately,  inviting,  inftrudting,  entreating,  en- 
joining, and  finally  commanding  him  to  write 
a Treatife,  decrying  Phyfic  and  Phyficiansy  and 
thereby  to  refeue  the  fcience  from  an  unchartered 
monopoly— making  every  man  his  own  Phyfician, 
by  only  once  reading  his  works! 

5 A Collojfian  Figure , of  Efculapiu's,  repre- 
fenting  the  great  DoCtor  himfelf — pointing  to 
thofe  figures,  with  a label- — faying, — cc  thefe  are 
the  ajlonijhing  works  of  my — medical  [kill — and  I 
think  if  the  family  medicine,  and  his  treatife  on  the 
venereal  difeafe  were  depictured,  and  their  titles 
done  in  large  golden  letters  (which  the  well  de- 
serve* from  the  quantity  of  that  metal  they  brought 
in  to  their  author)  it  would  be  an  additional  laurel 
in  the  efculapian  crown,  which  will  entwine  the 
venerable  head  of  the  author. 

An  Irifh  Gentlem^h,  who  is  by  while  I write 
this  piece  of  pleafantry,  fays — “ it  would  not  be 
amifs  my  dear , if  you  were  to  find  feme  apropos  motti 
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for  your  aerial  temple,  in  allufion  to  the  hundreds  that 

" - ' '.s"  • -■**  ■ 

have  been  killed  by  curing  themselves”  jas 
recommended  and  prefcribed  by  the  Do&or  in  his 
treatife.  / , 

• \ • • * * r • t • - • f " - _ 

However,  I confefs,  that  were  I a&uated  by 
interefted  motives  in  this  fmall  treatife,  I fhould 
have  more  reafon  to  be  pleafed  than  difpleafed 
at  the  Doftor's  writing, — as  an  adherence  to  his 
principles  of  f elf  cure,  has  materially  extended  my 
bufinefs,  and  this  increafe  of  my  bufinefs,  con- 
fills  of  the  half  facrificed  victims  to  the  modern 
Moloch  self  cure , with  this  difference  only  in  the 
companion,  that  the  ancient  idol,  was  content 
with  the  facrifice  of  infants,  to  appeafe  his  diabo- 
lical fury ; whereas,  the  modern  mufhroon  idol  of 
Jelf  cure,  demands  the  promifcuous  indifcriminate 
facrifice  of  men,  women,  and  children  ! 

I have  dire£led  the  whole  concentrated  force 
of  my  theoretical  knowledge,  iiluftrated  by  a 
moft  extenfive  practice,  of  near  fifteen  years, 
and  juftified  by  every  minutiae  of  experience,  to 

the 
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the  preventive  remedy. — I have  made  all  the  pre* 
native  experiments  oil  myfelf,  nor  did  the  per^ 
fonal  danger  which  muft  . inevitably  attend  fome 
of  them,  deter  me  from  pradtifing  others,  {till 
more  dangerous-^-in  order  that  I might  come  at 
a knowledge  in  my  profefiion,  equal  to  the  im- 
portance of  reftoring  health,  arid  prolonging 
human  life:  my  principles  are,  therefore,  neither 
hypothetical  nor  fpcculative— they  are  built  on 
the  falutary  fafe  bafis  of  felf  experience,  by 
which  I am  not  only  warranted  to  promife,  but 
enabled  to  enfnre  their  efficacy  \ having  there- 
fore done  my  duty  as  a Phyfician,  it  will  not  be 
confidered  as  unreafonable  in  me,  to  expedt  the 
reciprocal  duty  of  the  patient,  for,  in  vain  the 
dodtor  prefcribes,  unlefs  the  patient  follows  his 
prefcriptions;  his  fcrupiilous  compliance  with  his 
doctor’s  directions,  embraces  two  great  objedts  of 
(aim oft)  equal  importance  to  both — It  com- 
prehends his  own  health,  and  eftablifhes  the  cha- 
radter  of  his  Phyfician,  and  w'hich  every  medical 
man  ought  to  be  as  folicitous  to  eftablifh,  as  a 
‘ patient  fhould  be  careful  to  preferve  his  health — 

but 
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but  in  tfce  neglecl  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  to 
perform  this  duty,  he  lofes  his  health,  and  per- 
haps his  life,  and  the  do&or  in  fome  degree,  his 
profeffional  reputation. 

I hope  this  plain  manner  of  reafoning  will 
have  its  due  weight*  with  every  defcrlption  of  my 
patients,  who  fhall  ufe  my  preventive  remedy -y 
and  the  more  to  induce  them  to  do  this  a6t  of 
jufticeto  themfelves  than  me,  I hereby  advertife 
the  ineftimable  reward  of  health,  for  their  obedi- 
ence  on  one  handj  and  at  the  fame  time  denounce 
the  punifhment  of  the  protra&ed  mifery  of 
difeafe,  for  their  dtfobedience,  on  the  other. 

Dr.  Buchan,  after  depreciating  the  whole  body 
of  phyficians,  obferves  by  way  of  amelioration 
of  the  harfhnefs  of  his  promifcuous  fentence  of 
condemnation,-*"  That  his  Treatife  ori  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  is  not  intended  to  fuperfede 
the  phyfician,  but  to  fupply  his  place  wheije  he  is 
not,  fo  that  patients  may  cure  themfelves  with 
K eafe 
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eale  and  fafety,  by  conforming  to  the  rules  laid 
down  in  his  work.” 

The  Doctor  here  Teems  to  have  loft  fight  of  his 
accuftomed  acutenefs,  in  making  fo  weak  and 
exceptionable  an  apology,  for  furely,  if  a man 
can  cure  himfelf  by  reading  the  Doctor’s 
Treatife  where  there  is  no  phyfician,  he  can,  by 
the  fame  purityof  reafoning,  and  the  fame  remedy, 
cure  himfelf  where  there  iscne. 


Dr.  Buchan  is  more  fatyrical  on  the  faculty  than 
he  is  aware  of. — Le  Sage  himfelf,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  his  pointed  ridicule  againft  that  body,  has 
not  faid  cr  written  any  thing  nearly  equal  in  point 
of  farcafm,  to  Dr.  Buchan’s  Treatife  of  Self- 
Cure,  or  his  Domeftic  Medicine,  for  if  fuch  a 
grand  defideratum  can  be  accompliflied  by  every 
man  who  is  able  to  read  and  buy  the  D odor’s 
writings,  the  phyficians  are  not  only  impoftors, 
but  defrauders,  who  get  money  under  falfe  pre- 
tencesy  by  their  alleging  moft  audacioufly,  that  it 
requires  fome  knowledge,  learning,  fkill,  and 

experience 
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experience  to  be  a phyfician,  thereby  to  exercife 
the  healing  art*  Whereas  Dr.  Buchan  clearly 
proves  the  contrary,  that  it  requires  nothing  but 
barely  to  read  his  Works . — What  the  Do&or  fays 
on  this  head  is  true  or  it  is  not  true. — If  true, 
they  are  a fet  of  impoftors,  and  as  fuch  deferve 
to  be  punilhed:  if  it  is  not  true,  what  appellation 
does  the  Doctor  merit  l 

OflO  h Mor  ’■  ‘ ' 

it  is  mofl:  fincerely  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  evils 
likely  to  be  diffeminated  by  this  deftru6tive  doc- 
trine of  Jelf  curey  were  Confined  to  the  condition 
of  celibacy  alone — but  alas ! it  is  not  fo. — The 
innocent  chafte  wife,  meets  the  embraces  of  her 
imprudent  hufband,  and  as  the  reward  of  her 
pure  conjugal  careffes,  receives  in  return  the 
contamination  of difeafe;  for  the  mifguided  huf- 
barid,  thinks  that  he  can  ftep  afide  from  the  line  of 
propriety  without  detection,  as  he  can  cure  him- 
felf : thus  fecrefy  and  ceconomy,  fo  necefiary  to 
be  united  in  the  gallantry  of  married  men,  are 
enfiired  to  the  gallant,  and  becaufe  Dr.  Buchan 
has  milled  the  hufband,  the  hufband  thinks  he  can 
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as  eafily  impofe  on  the  wife — but  time,  the  ur;- 
folder  of  all  dark  defigris,  however  fecretly  pro- 
tolled,  willfoon  (though  perhaps  too  late  for  re- 
tire fs)  convince  the  unhappy  Quacker  cfbimfelf,  that 
fo  far  from  removing,  he  has  confirmed  the  dif- 
eafe,  and.  made  that  irradicable,  which,  with  me- 
dical fkill,  a little  before  might  admit  of  a per- 
fect cure.— The  wife  gives  it  to  her  tender  off- 

fpring,  by  which  mifery  is  entailed  on  their 

■ 

pofterity  and  as  a reward  for  his  credulity,  the 
hufband  gets  rid  of  his  fear  of  dete&ion,  his 
health,  and  fometimes  his  life— the  wife  ofher’s, 
and  their  child,  into  the  hard  bargain,  at  the  very 
moderate  expence  of  buying  the  Do&or’sfafci- 
nating  fyftem  of  Jelf  cure!  I 

Vice  in  this,  as  in  moft  cafes,  brings  its  own 
punifhment ; which  puniftiment,  in  this  inftance, 
will  be  multiplied  in  a quintuple  ratio,  to  what  it 
was  anterior  to  the  promulgation  of  that  de- 
ilructive  doctrine  of  Jelf  cure,  unlefs  I have  the 

good 
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good  fortune,  to  write  it  into  that  deteftation  and 
obfcurity,  to  which  it  ought  to  be  eternally  con- 
figned. 

Dr.  Buchan  attacked  my  countrymen  on 

• f Q < i A-.  v ' -y-  4-  , 

two  vulnerable  points,  well  known  to  every  in- 
genious fpeculator, — viz.  credulity  and  curiofity 
^-Thefe  two  foibles,  peculiar  to  John  Bull,  pro- 
cured the  rapid  fucceffion  of  editions  of  his 
Family  Medicine — -as  John  is  always  ready  to 
believe  every  plaufible  fiery,  however  improba- 
ble, and  is  equally  eager  to  gratify  his  l,ove  of 
..  v 

novelty,  in  purchafing  any  thing,  that  promifes 
the  gratification  of  it. 

The  Do&or  knew  this  national  chara&eriflic 
well,  and  confequently,  thought  he  had  a right, 
at  the  expence  of  truth  to  himfelf,  and  health  to 
the  natives,  to  avail  himfelf  of  it — by  obtruding 
this  dangerous  novelty  on  the  public. 

The  rapidity  of  the  fale  of  a book,  confidercd 
under  thefe  circumflanees,  is  no  criterion  to  judge 
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of  its  utility — as  on  that  principle,  the  Memoirs 
of  a Woman  of  Pleafure,  or  Harris’s  Lilt  of 
Coven t Garden  Beauties,  would  have  a decided 
claim  to  rank  and  confideration ; and  I infill  on 
it,  the  latter  publications  were  never  more  inimi- 
cal to  morality,  than  the  Do£tor’s  Domeftic  Mer 
dicine,  and  hisTreatife  on  Venereal  Complaints, 
are  to  health. 

I fhall  conclude  .the fe  ob formations,  with  fhew- 
ing  to  the  unprejudiced  and  impartial  public,  two 
or  three  of  the  mod  prominent  confpicuous  evils, 
which  has,  and  which  ever  mufl  be  the  confe- 
quences  attendant  on  confulting  Dr.  Buchan’s 
Treatife  on  Domeftic  Medicine. 

Firft,  Maternal  affection  is  one  of  the  ftrongn 
eft,  and  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  moft  amiable 
paftipns  of  the  female  bread:  , but  fometimes  we 
fee  the  fweeteft  wine  degenerate  into  thefowereft 
vinegar.  It  is  frequently  fo  with  this  honourable 
and  praife-worthy  attachment  of  a mother  to  her 
beloved  infant,  and  that  affection,  which  the 
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Almighty  has  planted  in  the  bread,  as  the  pra- 
ted ion  of  he  1 pie  fs  infancy,  becomes  from  an  un- 
juftifiable  anxiety,  the  bane  of  that  health  it  is 
injudicioufly  exerted  to  prefer ve. 

• r • **'<*  . I4  A;  j£'r)  'l*' \i f ■; •• . . ' - . 

A lady  applied  to  me  when  I was  in  general 
practice,  to  vifit  her  only  child,  about  whofe 
health  and  life  three  families,  befides  her 
own.,  were  almoft  equally  and  anxioufly  iiwerefted. 
The  child  appeared  pale— with  no  fymptoms  of 
any  complaint,  but  weaknefs  about  him on  en- 
quiry, I underftood  the  mother  fancied  fhe  had 
difeovered  feme  thing  in  the  child's  (fools  that 
indicated  illnefs  Dr.  Buchan's  Domeftic 
Medicine  was  therefore  confulted,  from  which 
the  child  had  been  quacked.  I told  her, 
that  the  infant  (late  was  fubjeft  to  a variety  of 
fluctuations,  difficult  to  be  accounted  for,  and 
that,  unlefs  in  a few  certain  cafesj  it  were  much 
better  to  let  nature  take  its  courfe,  (aided  by 
good  nurfing  and  proper  diet)  for  in  all  thefe 
cafes  of  incertitude  peculiar  to  the  infant  (late, 
nature  was  the  belt  phyfleian. — She  heard  me, 
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but  ftie  did  not  follow  my  advice— the  child  Was; 
purged — and  purged  and  repurged  ! His  ftools 
were  analyzed  with  the  farne  anxiety  that  a 
Pagan  prieft  would  watch  the  entrails  of  the  facri- 
* fice,  to  prognofticate  from  thence  aufpicious  or 
inaufpicious  omens,  The  child  grew  weaker  and 
weaker  as  might  naturally  be  expected.  I was. 
fen t for  again  in  great,  hafle— when  I came,  the 
huflbaixl  took  me  afide  and  informed  me,  that  ever 
fince  I was  laft  there,  the  nurfe  and  mother  had 
been  perpetually  ^ giving  it  forne  noftrum  pre- 
feribed  in  Buchan's  Domeftic  Medicine*  The 
lady  prefled  me  to  give  my  opinion,  what  was 
the  child’s  difeafe,  I told  her — his  medicines — 
with  this  fh§  did  not  feem  pleafed,  and  begged  I 
would  preferibe  fome thing  for  it.  I requefted 
her  hufband  would  come,  and  that  I would  fatisfy 
her  defire — he  came,  and  I allured  her,  before  I 
did  write,  that  if  Ihe  would  mind,  and  comply 
with  fuch  directions  as  I ihould  order,  it  would 
infallibly  reflorethe  child  to  ftrength  and  health, 
ghe  faid  Jhe  would  moft  fcrupuloufly.  I immedi- 
ately 
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ately  took  the  pen  and  wrote  the  following  pre- 
feription,  viz. 

ijtjjkJ  f if  1 > r ‘ •'  V.  j i.  * f 

up  Dr.  Buchan's  Trcatije  cn  Family  Medicine', 
Give  the  Child  no  more  Medicine; 

Lock  no  more  into  the  Child's  /loots, — 
and  Pll  anfwer  that  this  remedy  will  prove  a 
fpecific  in  all  fimilar  cafes. 

Longevity  is  a predominant  with  of  human  na- 
ture, to  arrive  at  which  period,  every  art  that 
valetudinarianifm  can  fugged:  is  efiayed.  Dr. 
Buchan  has  given  plenty  of  work  in  his  Family 
Medicine  to  this  defcription  of  hypocondraic 
patients.  They  read  his  works,  and  beginning 
regularly  with  the  catalogue  of  human  difeafes, 
alternately  compare  his  indicative  fymptofns 
writh  their  own,  and  are  affii&ed  regularly  by  a 
kind  of  fympathy  with  every  diforder  he  men- 
tions. Such  people  put  me  in  mind  of  the  came- 
Jion,  who  having  no  colour  of  his  own,  aifumes 
by  reflexion,  every  colour  he  is  oppofed  to.  I 
have  a lady  of  this  defcription  at  this  moment,  a 

patient 


( 142  ) 

patient  of  mine,  who  I lhail  have  more  trouble  I 
fear,  toperfuade  that  the  is  perfectly  well  in  her 
health,  than  to  cure  feven  that  are  actually  dif- 
eafed.  So  much  fuperior  to  medical  fkill  is  the 
unpitied  diforder  of  abfurdity  ! For  this  patient  I 
am  alfo  indebted  to  Dr.  Buchan’s  T reatife  on  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  for  only  by  his  book  was  Jhe 
infefted. 

There  is  almofl  a commenfurate  reciprocal  af- 
fection between  the  body  and  the  mind,  and  a 
difeafe  or  the  foolifh  conceit  of  a difeafe,  renders 
life  very  miferable,  what  worfe  can  real  ficknefs 
do?  Hence  it  is,  that  Valetudinarians  have  found 
out  the  art  of f elf -tormenting , which  hypocondraic 
abfurdity  is  fed  in  weak  minds,  by  the  anticipated 
fymptoms  of  difeafe  described  in  the  vifionary 
theory  c{felf-cure>  which,  though  it  can  neve/  cure 
a real  diforder,  may  bring  on  a dozen  imaginary 
ones,  and  which  no  human  fkill  can  remove, 
but  by  leaving  off  taking  that  food  which  nourifhes 
them, — the  reading  fuch  Treatifes  as  the  Do- 
meftic  Medicine. 

Third, 
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Third,  The  matter  is  infinitely"  more  fcrious, 
with  reipebl  to  treating  the  venereal  difeafe;  for 
I maintain  it,  that  taking  no  remedy  whatever* 
is  more  beneficial  to  the  patient,  than  the  dange- 
rous one  of  felf  quackery. — If  this  complaint  is 
left  for  months,  it  may  be  removed  by  fkilful 
medical  aid,  but  if  it  is  unfkilfully  tempered  with, 
it  confirms  it  in  the  fyftem,  and  like  brandy  in  a 
hi?;h  fever,  brings  it  to  the  crifis  of  aggravated 
inveteracy. 

- tbrnm  odi  bn£  \bod 

I appeal  to  every  medical  man  in  the  world, 
whether  this  is  not  a faft. — I alfo  appeal  to  the 
fuffering  patients,  who  have  furvived  felf  quack- 
ery, for  the  truth  of  this  aftertion. — The  inde- 
pendance  and  refpeftability  of  feveral  patients,  I 
have  got  in  confequence  of  this  innovation  on 
medical  prabtice,  fufficiently  prove,  that  I am 
not  actuated  by  any  personal  motives  whatever, 
in  writing  againft  Dr.  Buchan's  works. 

He  who  writes  for  his  own  intereft,  writes  well ; 
he  who  writes  for  the  intereft  of  the  public, 
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writes  better. — To  that  impartial  tribunal,  I ap- 
peal fot  their  determination,  who  has  b eft  ac- 
quitted himfelf  of  this  latter  important  duty.  Dr, 
Buchan  or  I. — I wait  their  decree  with  refpe$ — 
ct  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  mortals  to  command 
**  fuccefs,  but  we  can  do  more,  we  can  endeavour 
€*  to  deferve  it !” 

I think  it  a duty  I owe  the  in  telligentand  re- 
fpeCtable  profefiion,  to  which  I have  the  honor  to 
belong,  to  fay  afevv  words,  refpe&ing  the  pra6\i- 
Cal  part,  treated  of  in  this  work — It  is  laconic, 
but  it  is  well  chofen,  as  every  cafe,  and  every 
ftage  of  the  diforder  I have  treated  on,  is  recoin^ 
mended,  not  from  theory,  but  my  own  imme- 
diate pra&ice. 

I have  read  with  the  greateft  attention,  the 
works  of  themoft  celebrated  authors  of  former, 
later,  and  prefent  times,  on  the  fubjecl,  and  in 
none  did  I find,  fo  much  fcientific  fkill  difplayed, 
as  in  the  works  of  the  late  lamented,  andjuftly 
Celebrated  Dr.  Hunter— Him,  I made  my  model, 
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becaufe  I found  his  principles  juftified  in  almoft 
every  inftance  of  my  own  practice —and  confor- 
mable to  the  opinion  of  that  luminary  of  medical 
knowledge,  I have  delivered  my  * own  opinion, 
with  no  variation  from  its  fpirit,  and  but  little 
from  its  letter— which  fo  far,  from  attempting  to 
conceal,  I am  proud  to  acknowledge,  efpecially, 
as  I have  already  mentioned  his  fuperior  judge- 
ment, warrants  me  in  the  profecution  of  a plan  of 
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practice,  the  fuccefs  of  which,  always  has  been 
commenfurate  to  the  precaution  by  which  it  was 
followed. 

But  to  thefe  gentlemen,  and  the  public,  I 
pledge  myfelf  very  foon  to  prefent  a fupple- 
mentary  volume  on  nothing  but  practice,  formed 
from  cafes  of  my  owrn  experience.  Another  rea- 
fon  co-operated  to  my  treating  the  pra&ical  part 
lefs  in  detail,  viz.— I thought  it  was  not  fo  efTenti- 
ally,  or  at  lead:  fo  immediately  necelTary  to  the 
good  of  fociety,  to  give  an  elaborate  tneatife,  on 
a fubjeft,  that  had  been  treated  on  before,  as  to 
ftop  the  rapid  progrefs  of  a new  do£trine,  calcu- 
lated 
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laced  to  promote,  not  to  prevent  the  evil  it 
pro po fed  to  remove  j a flow  fire  may  be  flopped 
by  deliberate  means,  but  to  extinguifh  a rapid 
fierce  flame,  every  man  fhould  bring  his  bucket 
of  water  to  extinguifh  it,  left  it  fhould  end  in  a 
general  conflagration. 
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